
The Machin Corner Part Three 

Single Issue Machins 

Not all Machins have had a long and productive life. Some proved to be wildly unpopular and 

others were caught up in the shifting sands of price increases. So there are 51 Machins for 

which there was only one type issued, Stamps that do not have multiple iterations of paper, 

phosphor, perforation etc, usually these are sheet stamps with one exception, the 42p Sage 

Green which was only issued in a booklet.  

Breaking the list down there are stamps that have a fractional value. These were not commonly 

used and were withdrawn when the halfpenny was withdrawn as legal tender in December of 

1984 for economic reasons (7 values). 

Eight values issued in 2020 had short lives as all Machins were replaced with the new format 

that included a barcode, a practise carried over into the issues for King Charles III.  

Looking at the list some of these stamps were intended for first class usage such as the 10p 

Terracota and Orange Brown which proved to be difficult to use and was son replaced with a 

lighter colour/shade. Most of the stamps were used for auxillery purposes paying non standard 

rates such as airmail and other usage. Also noted is the re-use of colour, somethines within a 

three year window. This caused confusion and mistakes to occur in the field even if the value 

tablets were different. The re-use of colour went against the grain of selecting colours that could 

easily be identifed with the corrosponding use.  

 

 

 



 

 



 

Even though numerous attempts at using yellow and yellow shades have been made, they have 

turned out to be problematic in use. Today these shades are avoided and by looking at the date 

column you can see that over time colours became richer and deeper with lighter colours ebbing 

away.  

 

Mark Cooper. 

 


