
First Issue Postal Card of 1873
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner

                                                     American Post Card Co. August 1871 
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essay  

                                     The Lipman Postal Card Design  May 1872

3



4

DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essay  

                                                              Lees & Skeen July 1872
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essay  

                                 Unattributed Banknote Engraver July 1872 



DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essay
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America Bank Note Co. July 1872



DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essays  

                                              Continental Bank Note Co. July 1872
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essay 

                                                      National Bank Note Co June 1872
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DEVELOPEMENT
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DEVELOPMENT: Die Essays    National Bank Note Co.

                                                             

1St Progressive Die Essay

10

Typographed from engraved steel die.Albino embossed on wove paper



2nd Progressive Die Essay

DEVELOPMENT: Die Essay
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DEVELOPMENT: Completed Essay
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Development : Trial Colors



DEVELOPMENT:

Watermark Essay
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DEVELOPMENT: Master Die Proof UX1Pa
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DEVELOPMENT:

Secret Mark
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Essay & Proof Differences

1. Knife edge around scallops 

of Liberty

2. No knife edge inside border.

3. Large dot near ñSò of 

ñStatesò

4. Small lettering for ñU.S. 

POSTAGEò and ñONE 

CENTò

5. Scrolls slightly different in 

size and shape. 

Final Design: Normal 

Color Proof 

Unwatermarked UX1Pcd 

DEVELOPMENT
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PRODUCTION: Plate Layout  4X9
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PRODUCTION : Large Watermark 

Watermark Monogram measures 

60mm x 90mm.



21

PRODUCTION : 

Small Watermark 

Two mills produced card 

stocks requiring two dandy 

rolls. Two slightly different 

types of watermarks exist. 
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PRODUCTION : 

Small Watermark: 

Varieties : Position

Four watermark positions occur during 

printing.  Other than normal, the other 

three are created by  improper feeding 

of the sheets by pressman like the large 

monogram.
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PRODUCTION : 

Small Watermark: 

Varieties : Position
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PRODUCTION : 

Small Watermark: 

Varieties : Stitch

Stitch watermarks occur when the 

wire screening of the dandy roll 

becomes separated and wire is used  

to stitch t together. The repair 

becomes part of the watermarking 

process.
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PRODUCTION : 

Small Watermark: 

Varieties : Missing Letters

Occasionally portions of the monogram 

would break away from the dandy roll.  

Watermarks were produced where one 

or more letters missing.  Repairs were 

made quickly. 


