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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner
American Post Card Co. August 1871

Postal Card Forerunner UX1E-Ea




DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essay
The Lipman Postal Card Design May 1872
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DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essay
Lees & Skeen July 1872

POSTAL CARD.

i ) it

Wrrite only the Address on this side—the Message

To




DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essay
Unattributed Banknote Engraver July 1872




DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essay
America Bank Note Co. July 1872




DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essays
Continental Bank Note Co. July 1872




DEVELOPMENT: Forerunner Essay
National Bank Note Co June 1872
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National Bank Note Company
Design Attributed to James Macdonough

DEVELOPEMENT

1872 UXI1E-Y One Cent
Dim Deep Green

Typographed from an engraved steel die.



DEVELOPMENT: Die Essays National Bank Note Co.

15t Progressive Die Essay

Albino embossed on wove paper Typographed from engraved steel die.
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DEVELOPMENT: Die Essay

2"d Progressive Die Essay




DEVELOPMENT: Completed Essay




Development : Trial Colors
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DEVELOPMENT: |
Watermark Essay r ==

on trial colors.




DEVELOPMENT: Master Die Proof UX1Pa
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DEVELOPMENT:
Secret Mark




DEVELOPMENT

Essay & Proof Differences

Knife edge around scallops
of Liberty

No knife edge inside border.
Large dot near “S” of
“States”

Small lettering for “U.S.
POSTAGE” and “ONE
CENT”

Scrolls slightly different in
size and shape.

Final Design: Normal
Color Proof
Unwatermarked UX1Pcd




PRODUCTION: Approved Design

By August of 1872 a final design was approved, a new die was completed and a transfer roll had
been made from it. From the master die a total of 72 plates were created. Plates were bolted
together and arranged 4 X 9. Two 36 subject plates were created. Each individual die had _‘
definite characteristics, distinguishing it from other. It is possible to identify all the working dies
but the exact position of each plate in the form cannot be proved in most cases as only one
multiple is know. The adopted color of ink used to print is called velvet brown.

UXI1PS Production Speciman
Taken from the first sheet approved.



PRODUCTION: Plate Layout 4X9
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PRODUCTION : Large Watermark

Watermark Monogram measures
60mm x 90mm.
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PRODUCTION :
Small Watermark

Type I : Shape
of "O" in POD is
round. Measures
53mm x 35mm

Type 11 : Shape
of "O" in POD
is elongated.
Measures
55mm x38mm

Two mills produced card
stocks requiring two dandy
rolls. Two slightly different

types of watermarks exist.

21



Inverted Position 'g

PRODUCTION . Normal Position " |
Small Watermark:
Varieties : Position

e S0
= o 05

N
WRITE THE ADDRESS ONLY ON THIS'SIDE~THE MESSAGE ON THEIOTHER ‘

Four watermark positions occur during
printing. Other than normal, the other
three are created by improper feeding
of the sheets by pressman like the large
monogram.
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PRODUCTION :
Small Watermark: Reversed Taiion
Varieties : Position

Position



PRODUCTION :

Small Watermark:
Varieties : Stitch

TR T

Stitched & Inverted.

fied 9B 0
‘ QVT]@) 2
T e ———————— S N Stitch watermarks occur when the
wire screening of the dandy roll
becomes separated and wire is used
to stitch t together. The repair
becomes part of the watermarking

Process.

N
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Missing "P" PRODUC TION :
V/RITE THE ADDRESS ONLY ON THIS SIDE~THE MESSAGE ONATHE OTHER ‘ e .ﬁ: ! Small Watermark:

Varieties : Missing Letters

e

\'\_’ 2
. %@@9‘ b

Missing "P &U" |

Occasionally portions of the monogram
would break away from the dandy roll.
Watermarks were produced where one
or more letters missing. Repairs were
made quickly.




Reversed Watermark
with "D" missing.

PRODUCTION :
Small Watermark:
Varieties : Missing Letters

Monogram
re-enforcement.
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PRODUCTION : Unwatermarked Professional i

One Datran Center, Ste. 1149 @ 9100 S. Dadeland Blvd., Miami, FL 33156 08/03/94
CAT & ISSUE DENOM COLOR
USHUK3a 1870 1 Cent Brown

PROFESSIONAL has examined this submission and is of the opinion that:

"it is genuine used postal card with no watermark
and vertical and diagonal creases”.

The opinions rendered by PROFESSIONAL are based upon the best judgment and expertise of highly spe-
cialized philatelic consultants using current information available to them. PROFESSIONAL's opinions do
not constitute a guarantee that an item is genuine or that others may reach a different concluston as to de-
scription. No warranties are therefore expressed or implied in PROFESSIONAL' opinions. The physical
condition of a stamp may change with time through improper handling, storage or alteration, therefore,
the opinion given here may not apply beyond the date of this certificate. Xeroxes or copies of this certificate
are INVALID

E. Shoemaker

Apparently
Unwatermarked |

The majority of unwatermarked cards
are late printings on watermarked
paper. Many of the wire monograms
had become so worn that the
watermarks were barley or no longer
visible.
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PRODUCTION : Original State Plate
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PRODUCTION : Plate Damage

NS

SP4 RECUT

SP 7 DAMADGE

-

77 fosmav. G

SP7 RECUT
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PRODUCTION : Plate Damage

SP23 DAMADGE

i\‘“}i?"’%—/m

ETHE ADDRESS ONLY ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAGE ON THE OTHER

SP 23 RECUT

SP 45 Recut

30






PRODUCTION : Plate Damage




Production: Paper Varieties

Light Buff

Dark Buff
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Production: Miscut Cards

Vertical Miscut 3 ALY u“'
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Horizontal Miscut
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Production: Offset




Production: Anomalies

Vertical paper maker paste up

Pre printed paper crease.




POSTAL HISTORY:
Postal Card
Announcement

POSTAL CARDS.

— . S e e

CIRCULAR TO POSTMASTERS.

—— e

Bogt Pifice Depnriment,

Office of the THied Assislant Postmaster @eneral,
Divisicn of Postage Stamps, Stamped Euvelopes, and Postal Cards,
Washington, Aprit 15, 1878.

The neeessary appropriation having been made for the purpose, the Department will, on the let
of May, 1873, commence tho issue to Postmasters of the Postal Cards suthorized by the zct of
Junc 8, 1872,

DESCRIPTION.

The card adopted is five and one-ciglith (5%) inches in length and three (3) inches in width; and
is made of good stiff puper, water marked with the initials U, 8. I. O. D. in monogram.

Tho face of the card is engraved on stecl, surrounded by border, in seroll work, one-eighth of an
ineh in width.  The one-cent stanp, printed on the upper right hand corner, is from a profile bLust
of the Goddess of Liberty looking to the left, and surrounded by  lathe-work border, with the words
«U.S Postage” inserted above and * One Cent” below.  On the upper left hand corner are the worda
« United States Postal Card,” with directions to “write the address only on this side—the 7¢ ¢n
the other.””  Underneath, and oce he lower half of the card, ure ruled Jines on which to writo
the address, the top line being prefixed with the word *To.” The bLack of the card, intended for the

Junication, is entively pliin, Lieing devoid even of ruled lines. In color, the body of the card is
light cream; the printing, velvet brown.

No variation in size, shape, color, or in any other partienlar, will be made from the regular stylo

“to nccommodate special cases; nor will the Department do any printing on the cards beyond that

specified in the description.
PRICES.

Postal Cards will bo sold for ono cent eachi, neither more nor less, whether in largoe quantitics
or o etuall.
uUses.

The ohject of the Postal Card is to facilitate letter corraypondence and provide for the trans-
mission throngh the ails, at a reduced rato of postuze, of short communications, either printed or
written in peneil or ink.  They may theretore be used for orders, invitations, notices, receipts, acknowl-
cdgements, price lists, and other requireinents of business and social life; aud the matter desived to
bo conveyed may be cither in writing or in print, or parti in both.

Tn their troatment ns rmail matter they are to be regarded by Postmasters the emne us sealed
lettcrs, and not as printed matter, ezcept that in no case wdl wnclaimed cards bz returned to the
writers or sent to the Dead Jetter Office. 1t not delivered within sixty (60) duys trom the timo of
receipt they will be burned by Postmasters. .

IRREGULAR CARDS.

An ordinary printed busineds card may be sent throngh the mails when pre 3
stage stamp-attached; but suchieard wust contain absolutely 7w written wmatler rxcept the e
otherwise it will lie treated as notfully prepaid, and refused adumyission into the mails.
2 COUNTERFEITS.

All cards different from thoses herein deseribed, with postage stamps printed or embossed thereon,
and purporting to be T. 8. Postal 8, ar NTER! d the manufacture of such cards, or the
attempt to use the ke, will sub nder to a fine of five lundred dollars and imprisomnent
for five years.  (Sce. 178, Postal

SPOILED CARDS. .
Pustmasters will not, nnder ady eivenmstances, be permitted to redeen or exchange P
y be misdirected, spoiled du printing, or otherwise retered untit for wse, in the
private holders. s
> REQUISITIONS.

v
‘Fhe Depactment will not furnjsh less thun five Twndred (500) Cards ou the order of » Postunnter.
Individuals desiving Postal Cards ill purchase them of & Posfmaster, a3 inno ¢ase ean they obtain
them upon direet application to tho Department.

L@y Reraix rns CIRCULAX FOR FUTURI REFERENCE. 0 -
. ) E. W. BARBER,

Lhird Assistunt Postiaster General
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POSTAL HISTORY: Early Use: First Week

Washington DC May 14, 1873

Boston, Massachusetts
May 15, 1873

New York City May 16, 1873.
ERP for Original State SP 7

38



POSTAL HISTORY: Infraction of Postal Card Rules

Postal guide rules state the postal cards are unmailable when there is anything printed or written
on the front of the card despite the endorsement "WRITE THE ADDRESS ONLY ON THIS

SIDE". If detected it should have been charged double letter rate (2 x 3¢) less the 1c credit for
the postal card. Otherwise Due 5c. These examples went undetected.

PP 1 .
)SALATS, ‘2,
ON LY ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSA EON-MM«ER

. Ok
%&Mz

52771@44 M\W A

Embossed P. Crocker & Son Carriage Goods Richmond, Indiana.1874



POSTAL HISTORY : Infraction of Postal Card Rules

;

ER

Write The Address Only On This Side

40



POSTAL HISTORY: Infraction of Postal Card Rules: Attachments
Paper printed and pasted on postal cards were subject to the letter rate postage of 3c.

Sacramento, California to san Francisco, California
with "HELD FOR POSTAGE" auxiliary marking.
June 17, 1874. This card was held for 2¢ additional
postage to pay the letter rate.




POSTAL HISTORY : Properly Rated Attachment

.Jtlttod =41 1o 2
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Properly rated to the 3¢ / v _
letter rate because of the : a2e £ ke
attachment that was on the >
back of the card. The piece
of paper glued required 2c :
additional postage. ' =
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POSTAL HISTORY: Remailed: Mutual Relief Association.

Mutual Relief Associations used postal cards to print assessment notices which were returned
with the assessed amount enclosed in a envelope. The secretary would then mark the card
received and returned it to the same address as a receipt. Although the ruling predates the issue
of the first postal card April 30, 1873, relief associations were granted permission to re-mailed
assessment notice receipts at the 1c postal card rate.

First Mail : September 4, 1874
Second Mail: September 30, 1874

__ Number of Members on Rall, 1825, =

*ﬁ . OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMETA.
X b ‘ :

ASSESSMENT NUMBER
56

1874, of the Tangs.

| T reimburse the Treasury, you will please remR Bioxo—fo
| ments to the undersigned immediately; failure to ""‘iﬁ» seber, 187 4—1thirty dayi |
| from date—forfzits membersbip and all cizim upon the funds of the Association. :
| Orrice or Tux Asociation, 616 Eleventh streee N. W, open on Tuesdays and Saturdays from 4 to
| 7 P. M. The Secretary pro tem. will transact business anj other time except Sundays ;
[ 6l 6 P. M., a thqup{i'c Gallery, 921 P::-yxmi. .Anv’uuc. e o ; ﬁm Sl _
18 ALEX. GARDNER, Sec'y pro tem. |
P.¢) Box 248, Wasrizaros, .




POSTAL HISTORY: Remailed Rule change

In the summer of 1875, the
Attorney General ruled that a re-
mailed postal card to the same
addressed must be charged the 3¢
letter rate. Notation at the bottom
of the card.

Finne Madh: November 15, 1875
Second Mail: November 19, 1875

FIRST NOTICHE.
Mﬂt Nos. 40 & 41 MEMBERSHIP m; -gn ::72

Loyl Hasmic Ahelief D soiaton

TITUSVILLE.
Secretary’s Ofice, Nov. /5, 71875.
» decease of BRO. CHESTER SMITH, of Lodge Na, 69,
J., who died as Madigon, O.. Scpr. 12, 18’.’8 and BRO. LEVI’
A. Y. M., held at Tidionte, Pa., who died at at Tidionte,
g reqalred to pay into the Treasury of this Aseociation,
¢ CENTS within TEN DAYS from date hereof.

opk Box B, 2ITUSVILLE, CRAWFORD CO., 7‘:1

b] : _—___l_;ﬁgt_;dxmﬂmmﬁ'ﬂa ScC. Stamp affixed

socnury s Office at Producers aud Manunfacturers Ban ner Spring and Franklin
Sts. Ofiice Hours from 10 A. M. 10 3 P. M.
7 Remittances in Currency arc atthe

=
(5
-5




POSTAL HISTORY: Forwarding Remailed

A legal delivery is when an mailed
article is delivered to a designated
address. It cannot be remailed
except when prepaid anew. To
qualify for free forwarding the
card must not be out of the
custody of the Post Office.

Pockester Depot, Oh to Newburg, OH
forwarded to North Ridge, Oh

R S SR e ’&g\ S

These cards were received and
then redelivered to the post
R office for forwarding thus a Ic
0 5 J” OSTAT, ( 7. e P stamp was required a_ccording
WhITE THE AgDRess onwy on THiS sie-Tre wzssAng ol fudenwd : s to post office regulations.

By

ﬂ/?zr/ %/, //’/Qf// ¥ // celoi
./%W: ‘q%féa/‘/ £

)/ /[( 4
SE . /@ Sycamore, Il to Ashland Mills,

Oregon forwarded to Stockton, CA
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POSTAL HISTORY: Forwarding

As per Postal Law & Regulations 1873 : " When a postal card has reached the office to which it
is addressed, it may at the request of the party addressed, be forwarded to another post office
without additional charge."

Buffalo, New York to a local
address then forwarded to
Cleveland, Ohio 1873.

—,//;'é-‘ Lzt \

Madison, Wisconsin to
Fairmont, Nebraska
forwarded to Plattsmound,
then York Nebraska and
finally to Akron, Ohio 1875.

46



Postal History : Remailed

Wheeling , WV to the Commanding Officer
Co. E, 8 U.S. Cavalry /Ft Mc Rea , New
Mexico Territory. It was then readdressed using
a paper paste over and mailed with a 3¢ stamp.
The card was originally attached to a package ,
possibly to pay vouchers as referenced in the
text on the back of the postal card using the
three mental grommets. The reuse required the
3¢ letter rate.

A
2;?.
3
0
(16

LTS

SN

e
S

e R
o ez Ya¥et e
i SRS oS T S
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252

SR

First Mail: Wheeling , WV to Fort McRea,

New Mexico Teritory July 1, 1875, &flc iency in the Army Appropriation.

. ) A //) g —-/(é 3 June a0th, 4 187%5 .
SeCF)nd Mail: Ft. McRea, new Mexico 4 17/ e( zzufﬁ.f:;;z;ni’(? u[)zll for lbzi;n ;ché buy the balances due
territory to Allegan, MI July 5, 1875. 600 A my Officers for June, 1875 . at discount of one-fifth

upon amount due. Pagzmcmf cannot be made 62) the ‘Government

for stz months or more.

Postal Guide of 1875, Rule 63: Postmaster f - The Vouchers should be made out in the usual way, endorsed
should not receive into the mail anything on the de fold officially, with evidence of the amount due
with a postal card affixed to it, except letter - altach Hecounts also cashed in advance as herelofore. ’

postage in full is paid on the entire package. Q T. H. NORTON, 4rmy Financial Ag
No. 1160 Main Street, WHEELING. W. VA.



POSTAL HISTORY : Coded Messages

POSTAL GUIDE July 1876 page 76: Rule 45 There is no objection to the communication on postal cards being made in
characters or figures for the purpose of concealing the message, provided such characters or figures do not appear to be obscene.



POSTAL HISTORY : Return To Sender “ UNCLAIMED ¢

Since marked “Unclaimed” by the
Lawrence, Mass. post office, this card
would have normally been destroyed.
This was a Library over due notice
and, as public service was returned to
sender.

\' PUBLIC LIBRARY.

Y a0 -
Book No... . L =5 .. .stands charged to your account No.Qbe & [ )
overtime. The following is the rule of the Library in such cases:—

Art v Persons retaining any buook beyond the time specified shall be notified by the
Librarian, by mail cr otherwiso 1 any book retained two weeks beyond such preseribed
time, shall be sent for; and the expense incurred in obtaining it shall be paid by the person
who so retained it.

If there is a mistake, please notify me, and it will be corrected. (Bring this

card with you.)
F. H. HEDGE, Jr., Librarian.
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POSTAL HISTORY: Infraction of Postal Card Rules: Coated Cards

The Post Office Department refused to redeem unused printed or spoiled postal cards. A few
enterprising individuals took the unused postal cards and covered the message side by bronzing
hoping the Postmaster would not declare them unmailable. The rules changed in 1879 when
cards could be redeemed in stamps or stamped envelopes.

50



Postal History : Pre UPU and Pre Treaty to Canada

— = oS £
WRITE THE ADDRESS ONLY ON y

1%.3

Whitehall, NY to Ottawa, Canada October 7, 1874. Prior to a postal treaty with Canada, the prepaid
letter rate to Canada was 6c, not prepaid 10c. Despite a 2¢ postal card treaty rate from July 1, 1873,
this card was treated as a unpaid letter. The blue crayon “10” denote 10c due by the recipient with no
credit given to the Ic card.



Postal History:
Treaty Rate to Canada

The 2¢ postal card rate to Canada
began on July 1, 1873 until
December 30,1874. It was
reduced by treaty to 1c effective
January 1, 1875.
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7; The Merchants’ Bank of Canada,
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CANADA.

To Kingston, Ontario April 15, 1876 1c treaty rate.



Postal History : Pre UPU to England: Due 5 2 Pence

Beaufort, SC to Ringwood, England May 12, 1875. Before the formation of the UPU on July 1,
1875 postal card rates were the same as the letter rates to the country of destination unless a special
postal card treaty rate was negotiated between individual countries. The letter rate to England was
6¢. The recipient had to pay 5 % pence, the correct postage of three pence reduced by Y2 penny for 1¢

U.S. postage and a fine of 3 pence for underpayment. c3



Postal History: Foreign Destination : Pre UPU Treaty Rate to Germany

The 2c rate to

Germany began on
December 1, 1873.

Union Pacific R.R. (RPO) to Heidelberg, Germany. Date lined Green River Station,
Wyoming Territory. April 27,1874
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Postal History: Foreign Destination : Pre UPU Treaty Rate to Switzerland

The 2c rate to
Switzerland began
May 1, 1874.

T Wadawe_ U Chobuliz,
of ) Poske Rarlanta & ‘de

New York to Clarens, Canton de Vaud , Switzerland December 5, 1874. NYFM
ST-8P6 Carried on the maiden voyage of “Klopstock™ (Eagle Line) Ex Kirk
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Postal History: UPU: Destinations

FRANCE: Knoxville, TN to Vincelles,
France then redirected to St Maurice de
Cazevielle. February 10,1976. France’s
membership to UPU was delayed until

January 1, 1876.

BELGIUM: Scarboro, GA to Liege,
Belgium. February 22, 1876.




Postal History: UPU: Destinations

Denmark: New York City to Copenhagen,
Denmark. November 13, 1875.

Sweden: Red Wing , MN to Trollhattan,
Sweden. August 4, 1875.




Postal History: UPU: Destinations

N zﬁ/CA:— NS ’ b Scotland: Mt Zion, VA to Edinberg,

T 4OSTAL, UC

WRITETHE ADDRESS ONLY'ON THIS SIDE-THE MESSAS o Fezmy) v'“ Scotland. February 3, 1877.

D e e D S

Poland: Titusville, PA to Soldau, Prussia
which is now Dzialdowo, Poland. July 6, » % a1z OB A\
1875. Early UPU usage. Message in VRN TERRONRYSOON F on THIS s egkiuglings#ic:

Hebrew. h , / : /
AKX - e // '//’/, ‘P72 i‘..
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Postal History: UPU: Destinations

‘.f. [ AN /«

{// 72 t:-%ewﬂﬁ// %

/.

Medina, NY to St Petersburg , Russia. September 6, 1875.
Only known first issue US postal card to Russia.

si{y@ﬁtfﬂﬁﬁﬂ ﬂ 59




Postal History: UPU: Due

New York to Dresden, Germany January 1,1886. Short paid 1c . UPU rules required that the
deficiency in the rate be doubled when collected from the recipient. Due 5 centimes in New York = 1c
US. Marked due 10 Pfenning to the recipient, double the deficiency . 10 Pfenning = 10 centimes =
2c US. Late but legitimate use.

60



Postal History: Supplementary Mail

“New York Sup Paid ” to Bavaria October 7, 1875. Supplementary mail were letters and
postal cards that were posted in the New York Post office and put in special bags for a trans
Atlantic voyage after the regular ship mailbags have been sealed. Rate was twice the 2¢

UPU rate. One of three usages reported on the first issue postal card.
61



Postal History: Cancellations

The Banknote stamp era occurred from 1870 — 1894. During this time the number of post offices
doubled and the introduction of postal cards increase the volume of mail. The vast scope and
variety of cancellations make the postal card well suited and popular to collect cancels.
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Postal History: Fancy Cancellations
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Postal History: New York City Cancels

.GEO/T
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Postal History: Levitt Machine Cancels

66



Second Design Essays : Morgan Envelope Co.
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Unfinished Typo graphed Essay made from engraving

US Bureau of Engraving & Printing
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SECOND DESIGN: Watermarked Paper

In early 1875, the printing plates of the first issue were badly worn. New plates were not made
as the National Bank Note Co. retained the original mater die and transfer roll. The Post Office
had formed a new contract with the Continental Bank Note Co. to print stamps thus, their
relationship with National Bank Note was no longer close. To solve this, the Post Office used a
new design and amended the Morgan Envelope Co.'s contract to make these changes. The
Postmaster General authorized the discontinuance of watermarked paper. A small quantity of
watermarked paper was still on hand and was authorized to be used up. About 2.8 million cards
were printed. - - e

Normal
Watermark
Position

Inverted

//j;bzd 2 M 1
: ‘/C—/{ ///& s
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SECOND DESIGN: Watermark Positions

Since the new issue was to be printed on unwatermarked stock, no care was taken on which way
the sheets were fed into the press with the watermarked stock. This accounts for the watermark
being found in all four positions. The old stock was produced with badly worn monograms.

Most cards are found with weak watermarks. Clear watermarks are scarce.

Reversed

Inverted &
Reversed

WRITE THE ADDRESS ON THIS SIDE=THE I‘IIESSA@'EON THE OTHER
" Rt B | )
‘ MMM/ , %[4/7 .%M&mjg&,.
I L S )
| ;! . % flitise i
lr 3 i 3 %’ " '
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USA Postal Cards Used Internationally Before Their Rates Were Established by
Alex Gundel.

Plating of the first United States postal card by Charles A. Fricke.
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