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KPS and APS

President’s Column

In his September 2016 column in The American
Philatelist, APS Executive Director and KPS member,
Scott English publicized a new “ambassador” program by
APS to actively engage its many chapters, strengthening
connections between chapters and APS and promoting the
benefits of APS membership to chapter members. KPS is
fortunate to have a large number of APS members, and
last spring, I mailed a KPS membership appeal to regional
APS members, resulting in several joining our club. We
now have 66 APS members in KPS, 55% of our
membership, which qualifies us for free chapter
membership in APS. Scott mentions in his column that
about 16,000 collectors are members of local clubs (and
we are almost 1% of that), with a little less than half
(7,950) also being APS members.

Colorfully Keeping Track of Albums

At last month’s KPS meeting, I was elected our APS
Ambassador, and I look forward to learning more about
new developments at APS and sharing those regularly
with you. Many of us recently received an online
questionnaire from APS that asked about our knowledge
and experience with benefits ranging from Circuit Sales to
Expertising. The results of
that questionnaire will be
valuable to charting future
programs. I will be sharing
updates at each KPS
meeting, and this spring will
visit APS headquarters to
get the latest information to share with you.

That is what I do… I put a color image of the country’s
flag and name on the spine of
each album. The flags, all
printed to the same size, offer a
nice splash of colors to an
otherwise pretty uniform mass

To understand more about APS, it’s appropriate to learn
more about the KPS membership, and I have created a
questionnaire that you have received by email and that is
also enclosed in this newsletter. Please participate to help
us better understand how we can serve our membership.
Joining and helping philatelic organizations is good for
our hobby and for our personal philatelic interests.

A kid’s web site, in fact, exists that
has images from every country that
you can copy. The country’s name is
underneath, and you can also add the
years the album covers below that if
you want. It has simplified my life,
and helped me find what I need far faster!
www.activityvillage.co.uk/flag-jigsaws.

Tom Broadhead

As my collection grows, I find it harder to keep track of
exactly what is in the dozens of albums I now have in
my book cases. Not every company that makes albums
places names on the spine, and if they do the print is
often too small to read easily. If a logo is used, it
typically is a coat of arms, which is fine if you
specialize in heraldry, but I certainly don’t, nor do I
suspect do many stamp collectors. Regardless, the
printing on the album spines all tends to be gold or
black ink, fairly small, and placed to ensure eyestrain.
Many albums just have generic blank spines, or sleeves
to post your own labels, which is fine if you enjoy
making your own.

of albums, and can be recognized
by country from across the room. I
simply tape them on the spine.
Flag images are common online,
and can be copied, sized, and
printed to whatever specification
you want.

Dave Anderson

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
December 6, 2016
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday,
December 6, 2016, for the regular monthly meeting.
There were 35 members in attendance. President Dave
Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:00.

Southeastern Stamp Expo program inside cover for $80.
The meeting adjourned at 7:30, and Stu Hanlein
presented the program about U.S. and foreign
precancelled stamps.
Respectfully Submitted: Barbara Steverson, interim
secretary

The minutes of the November meeting were approved
as published in the newsletter. Thomas Lane’s
treasurer’s report showing a total of $9,438 in the club
accounts was approved. The club’s cd earned $0.03
interest for the month, and a vote approved the rollover
of the cd at a 1.1% interest rate.
The Holiday Dinner will be at Calhoun’s on the River,
December 10, and prepayment is due at this meeting.
Bruce Roberts reported that the next auction to
purchase stamps for the club is January 21. Jim
Pettway reported that buyers from APS circuit sales
will pay a 5% fee to cover increased shipping costs.
Tom Broadhead reported that the contract approving
the use of Pat Summitt’s image and name as the
KnoxPEx 2017 theme had been authorized and
forwarded to USPS. The first Golden Tongs Award was
presented to Nick Stone. Morton Monk (Denmark)
was approved as a new member.
In new business, Tom Broadhead was elected to be the
club’s APS ambassador, and Bob Smith will be the
alternate. An amendment to the constitution was
approved by three-fourths of members to change the
wording of the constitution concerning purchases.
Members approved the purchase of a full page ad in the
The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.
Annual dues are $15.00.
KPS Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors

Dave Anderson
Barbara Steverson
Bob Ceo
Thomas Lane
John Smartt
Mike Downs, Randy Haese,
Ray Simko, Bob Smith
APS Representative Jim Pettway
& KPS communications jbpettway@comcast.net
APS Ambassador
Tom Broadhead

Requests for information and submissions of
articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the
newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead,
KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422
– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com.

A highlight of Stu Hanlein’s presentation on precancels
was a map of East Tennessee showing stamps with local
town precancels.

Nick Stone wins the
Golden Tongs
As reported in last month’s
newsletter,
Nick
Stone
correctly identified the stamp
puzzle and is the first Golden
Tongs winner. He promises to
propose a puzzler for the next
one!

Upcoming Events
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Bob Ceo, know.
January 3 – KPS monthly meeting – program –
TBA
January 21 – KPS Saturday meeting – Powell
Presbyterian Church
January 27-29 – Southeastern Stamp Expo – Hilton
Atlanta Northeast, 5993 Peachtree Industrial
Blvd, Norcross, GA 30092. See more in the
article on page 3.
January 31 – KPS Fifth Tuesday meeting –
Shop and swap!
February 7 – KPS monthly meeting – KnoxPEx
preparations, Program – The Culture of Stamps
by Tom Broadhead

Stamp of the Month
This month’s stamp is a 10 eurocent
stamp of Slovakia (Scott 561) showing
the altar of St. John the Baptist Church
in Pominovce, issued in 2009. These are
a gift to the club from Bob Ceo and
Lori Williams from their European trip!

Don’t overlook the great bourse of 22 dealers with 40
tables of material. KPS members Len Curtis (Collect
‘Em All) and Warren Manning (Classic Philatelist)
will be there to sell to you, and Len will be a dealer at
KnoxPEx 2017 in March.

By Tom Broadhead
KPS is a leading member of our regional philatelic
association, the Southeastern Federation of Stamp
Clubs (www.sefsc.org). The Federation has 15
member clubs from Alabama, Georgia, North
Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee, with an
additional organization, the Cape Cod Area Philatelic
Group (yes, Massachusetts)! Former Georgians,
Nancy and Douglas Clark, were instrumental in the
formation of the Federation and its annual show, and
many years ago were KnoxPEx judges. They now
live in Massachusetts and are active in the Cape Cod
club.

On Saturday, KPS member and APS President, Mick
Zais will host an APS town hall meeting to bring
guests up to date and answer questions about the
latest at The American Philatelic Society.
One of the drawing cards for a stamp show is its
theme, and SESE 2017 will celebrate baseball in all
its philatelic finery and the spring opening of the
Atlanta Braves’ new stadium, SunTrust Park in
Marietta, GA (below).

KPS members regularly attend the annual
Southeastern Stamp Expo (SESE), an American
Philatelic Society World Series of Philately show. A
few years ago, we chartered a small bus that brought
more than 20 members to the show in Atlanta for a
day trip.
Bruce Roberts (at right) was
the exhibits chair for SESE for
several years and is one of our
representatives. I contribute
toward the show publicity and
currently am the SEFSC vice
president.
This year’s SESE promises to be the usual high
quality show, with many activities and special events.
An exciting pre-show event on Thursday, January 26,
is an APS On the Road course, “Mastering Postal
History: How to Read and Interpret a Cover,” by
Gary Wayne Loew, author of Mastering Postal
History. The course has a $65 fee, including lunch,
and more information is at
www.sefsc.org/latest-news.html.
The show opens at 10 am on
Friday, January 27. Admission is
$5 per family for the entire show
and includes a drawing for a nice
copy of the Penny Black (Great
Britain 1).
A highlight of Friday’s show
schedule – not to be missed –
is the First Day Ceremony for
the latest Forever U.S. Flag
stamp. The ceremony for this
stunning coil stamp will be at
11 am and is free to the public.

Baseball stamps started with the 1939 US centennial
commemorative (Scott 855, below) showing a “sand
lot” game. The American Topical Association has a
check list of worldwide baseball themed stamps,
which numbered 567 as of November, 2016
(www.americantopicalassn.org).

Make plans to come to the show. Days and times are
January 27-28 from 10 am – 5:30 pm and January 29
from 10 am – 3 pm. The show venue is the Hilton
Atlanta Northeast, 5993 Peachtree Industrial Blvd,
Norcross, GA 30092 – an easy exit from I-85. A
special hotel rate of $94/night, including two buffet
breakfasts is available to show visitors, and the
SEFSC will have a hospitality suite for members of
Federation clubs.

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, January 3
Knoxville Philatelic Society Board
Meeting –December 6, 2016
The executive board of the Knoxville Philatelic Society
met at the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist
Church on Tuesday, December 6 for a regular meeting.
There were eight members in attendance. President
Dave Anderson convened the meeting at 6:00 pm.
Bob Smith indicated that planning for KnoxPEx 2017
was progressing and that the 13 bourse tables are sold.
Tom Broadhead reported on progress concerning the
Pat Summitt theme for KnoxPEx 2017. Thomas Lane
distributed a draft framework for the budget.

Dave Anderson received a beautiful stamp calendar, and
Barbara Steverson had a treasure trove of stamps and
stationery.

We had a great time at the
Saturday lunch, a change from
the usual weekday dinner, which
had proven not to be as
convenient for most. And, we
hope that Calhoun’s will stay in
business. Many of us will
remember the years when the
restaurants where we ate went
out of business the next year.

Discussion for a constitutional amendment concerning
the budget was tabled, but an amendment related to the
501(c)(3) status was approved. The APS Ambassador
position will be filled by a vote at the regular meeting.
The increase of 5% in fees for APS circuit books was
approved to be prorated to KPS members’ purchases.
A discussion of our Facebook page included public,
non-member access. Currently it is members only
access due to liability concerns.
Adjournment at 6:45 PM
Respectfully submitted, Barbara Steverson, interim
secretary

Jean Byrne received a beautifully illustrated book about
U.S. stamps.

A Grand Time at the KPS Party

Members in the News

By Tom Broadhead

By Tom Broadhead

An enthusiastic and festive group of 25 KPS
members gathered December 10 at Calhoun’s on the
River for a great barbecue meal. Photos below show
only initial gifts selected, as many were “traded” –
willingly or unwillingly – to others during the “Dirty
Santa” gift exchange. Bottles of wine, as always,
were popular.

KPS member, David Icove, a
faculty member in the Tickle
College of Engineering is a
globally-known expert on fires, and
was featured in an article in the
Knoxville News Sentinel about
wildfires that plagued East Tennessee late last year.
“Icove, the UL Professor of Practice in the Department
of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, said
that most fires are set as acts of vandalism or to clear
brush, and that a majority of those intentionally setting
fires are younger thrill seekers.” For more on the story,
visit Knoxnews.com

Maria Javier had first pick – a nice collection of
precancel stamps. Mike Downs, appropriately, got a cat
calendar, and Gerald Schroedl got a book, about
wildflowers on U.S. stamps – soon taken by a flower
enthusiast.

The November-December issue of Topical Times, the
journal of the American Topical Association, mentioned
KPS members Steve Stow for his talk on “Nuclear Stuff
on Stamps” in August, Lori Williams for her article on
Austrian stamps shaped like lederhosen in September,
and Bob Ceo for his exhibit in Nashville last year on
“The WWII Era in France.” ATA receives the KPS
newsletter and regularly mentions articles and notes of
interest in Topical Times.
www.americantopicalassn.org
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Are You Ready for KnoxPEx 2017?

President’s Column

Only a month away, our annual stamp show promises to
be a blockbuster. Show Chair Bob Smith reports a full
bourse of 13 dealers, and we have an exciting theme of
both local and national interest – honoring Pat Summitt,
legendary basketball coach with the best winning record
in NCAA history. Our commemorative cancel and
cachet will be matched with the 1991 basketball
centennial stamp (Scott 2560) and the 1991 flag and
Olympic rings stamp (Scott 2528) – Pat had an Olympic
silver medal as a player and a gold as coach.

Enjoy the New KPS Website!

At left are the
two stamps
that will be
used on our
cachet for the
show. Ralph
Dinwiddie is
creating a great cachet design, and
my colleague, Lauren Goldberg has
created the cancel design – still
waiting for final approval from the
USPS. Cachets will be available to KPS members at the
show for the usual $3.00. Pricing for non-members is
under discussion.
Our online and print publicity with APS and Linn’s has
been running, and it will soon be time to send postcards to
previous KnoxPEx attendees and to the local media. If you
have time to help with these, let me know – your
assistance will be greatly appreciated.
Have you sent Gerald Schroedl your auction lot lists?
Have you sent Tom Ringenbach your exhibit
information? See how many ways you can contribute to
the success of our show by volunteering and, of course,
shopping. Check our web page at the Southeast Federation
site - http://www.sefsc.org/knoxpex.html - for all the latest
details and updates.

Tom Broadhead

Thanks to the hard work of Bruce Roberts, who has
been working with a local web developer, KPS now has
a new website that has been undergoing Beta testing
from a number of our members the past two months.
I urge you all to go online and access it at the Beta
version at http://mwalke63.wixsite.com/knoxstamps,
and start taking advantage of the many features. These
include pdf copies of KPS newsletters dating back 35
years (recent years are not posted, though, since we
need your member dues!), lots of links to useful
resources about stamp collecting, special articles and
presentation images by members, a calendar of events,
and details on KnoxPEx, our annual philatelic show.
In a password protected portion of the site the latest
versions of the KPS stamp inventories are maintained,
and members are encouraged to go online, download
them, and email your picks in. There is also a trade and
marketplace section, where members can list philatelic
items they want to trade or sell, or that they are looking
for.
My graduate student Martin Walker deserves special
thanks for working with Bruce developing this. He has
done a great job,
even though he
has no interest in
stamps, although
maybe that will
change some day!
As for the US
stamp illustrating
this column, I’ve
always liked Spiderman, and he certainly knows how to
crawl the web!

Dave Anderson

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
January 3, 2017
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday,
January 3,2017, for the regular monthly meeting. There
were 31 members and one guest in attendance.
President Dave Anderson called the meeting to order at
7:00.
Minutes of the December meeting, previously published
in the newsletter, were approved with the following
change: KPS does not charge buyers 5% on purchases
from APS circuit books. The 5% increased APS fee is
paid by KPS. Another change was that the reported
$0.03 was on the KPS savings account, not the
certificate of deposit. Thomas Lane’s treasurer’s report
showing a total of $9,464 in the club accounts was
approved. Thomas also reported that KPS now has
received 501(c)(3) status as a tax exempt organization.
Donations to the club are now tax deductible. The 2017
budget, previously sent to members by email, was
approved.
Bob Smith reported that all aspects of KnoxPEx 2017
are progressing. Tom Ringenbach asked for members
interested in exhibiting at the show, and there will be
approximately 8 frames available for exhibits. Tom
Broadhead asked for the return of completed
questionnaires, which had been sent by email. The
summary will be shared with APS through the
Ambassador program. Jim Pettway reminded members
to renew their 2017 KPS memberships. Currently, 80 of
our 120 have renewed. Stu Hanlein called in from out
of town to say hello.
The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.
Annual dues are $15.00.
KPS Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
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Directors
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Ray Simko, Bob Smith
APS Representative Jim Pettway
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Requests for information and submissions of
articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the
newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead,
KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422
– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com.

The business meeting adjourned, and Bob Ceo
presented an entertaining program based on the Mad
Magazine book, View of Stamps. See a note about this
by Bob on page 6.
The meeting adjourned at 7:56.
Respectfully Submitted,
John Smartt, secretary

Info from APS
By Tom Broadhead
On January 7, there was a call-in to APS, hosted by
Tom Horn for the new Ambassadors Program. A lot
was discussed, but a big question was – What do
members value most from their APS membership?
How can that value be promoted to prospective new
members?
I know that many of you recently completed an APS
online questionnaire, but please give the question
above some thought for future discussion at an
upcoming KPS meeting.

Upcoming Events
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Bob Ceo, know.
February 7 – KPS monthly meeting – KnoxPEx
preparations, Program – The Culture of Stamps
by Tom Broadhead
February 18 – KPS Saturday meeting – place Peace
Lutheran Church, Knoxville – swap, shop and
put finishing touches on KnoxPEx
March 4-5 – KNOXPEX 2017 – Holiday Inn
Knoxville West, 9134 Executive Park Dr.,
Knoxville, 37923. Interstate exits 378
(eastbound) or 378A (westbound). 10-5
Saturday, live auction at 6; 10-3 Sunday
March 7 – KPS monthly meeting, Program – “Prexie
Postal History – A Sampler” by Tom
Ringenbach

Stamp of the Month
This month’s stamp is a used example of the 1924
eagle definitive of Germany (Scott 334), used “on
piece.” Issued during the immediate post-inflationary
period of the Weimar Republic government, the dated
postal cancels and city names give an additional
historical component to these
stamps. Thanks to Dan
Hubbard for the gift.

By Tom Broadhead
Our big regional APS show is now history, and great
history it was. Fourteen KPS members attended, and
all seemed pleased with the opportunities to shop for
stamps, see some great exhibits, and enjoy some
philatelic camaraderie.
The show opened on Friday, January 27, and a
highlight was the first day ceremony for the new
forever flag stamp. KPS member and APS president,
Mick Zais spoke at the ceremony (below).
Show goers gathered at 1 on Saturday afternoon at
“Collect ‘em All,” the dealer booth of KPS member
Len Curtis. While we briefly disrupted Len’s table
traffic, his wife, Carol, took the picture below.

There were 23 dealers at the show, offering a wide
range of philatelic items. Additionally, the American
Topical Association (KPS members Mike Downs
and Vera Felts – Executive Director of ATA –
below), American First Day Cover Society, and the
Ebony Society of Philatelic Events and Reflections
(ESPER) had tables with items for sale.

The KPS crowd present on Saturday included (left to
right) Mick Zais, Ralph Dinwiddie, Gerald
Schroedl, Len Curtis, Tom Broadhead, Thomas
Lane, Dave Ringenbach, Carol Costa, Bruce
Roberts, and Dave Warfel.
KPS members Art Cole (Nuclear Ambassador: The
Demonstration Voyages of the N. S. Savannah –
Large Vermeil – below left) and Bruce Roberts
(Arkansas Territory to 1865 – Large Gold – below
right) received awards at the banquet from head
judge, Stephen Schuman.

It is always first come, first served to get choice items
from dealers at a show. KPS member, Ning Zhong
(above, right) was there at opening time the first day,
making a quick dash down and back from Knoxville.
The intrepid group of Bruce Roberts, Thomas
Lane, and Tom Broadhead drove down on
Thursday to help with set up and mounting exhibits.
KPS lent 8 of its exhibit frames for the show.

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, February 7
In Praise of 5 Cent Stamps
By Bruce Roberts
In all the excitement at our club meetings as everyone
is looking through the red boxes and “better item”
books, a quiet but significant trade is happening in
the background. Our members are purchasing stamps
in large numbers that are basically not available to
them anywhere else. I am referring to the lowly 5
cents stamps in the “Nickel Books.”
When we work up stamps, a stamp has to catalog at
least $1.00 in order to get into the card system and
cataloged inventory. There are a few exceptions, but
for the most part, if a stamp catalogs less than $1.00,
it goes to Maria Javier to put into the albums and
boxes in which all stamps are 5 cents each. Stu
Hanlein started assembling the 5 cent stock several
years ago and faithfully attended to bringing the
containers with albums and boxes to meetings; Maria
took over the job of “5 cent parent” in June of this
year.

albums spread out on the tables. If you have not run
through our 5 cent stock, you are missing out on a
major source of stamps you need for your collection!

What, Me Worry?
By Bob Ceo
As I put my presentation together for the January
KPS meeting, it struck me that some humor is
timeless, and other jokes don't age very well. Most
of the meeting's attendees were young adults in 1974
when Mad's Talking Stamps was first printed, so
if some jokes were dated at least we understood their
context. In keeping with Mad Magazine's editorial
policy, some of these philatelic jokes may have been
tasteless, but they were democratic - eventually
everybody got skewered!

A sample page from the 5 cent stock

So what? Here is what is amazing. On each of the
sales sheets our members fill out at the meeting, they
fill in the number of 5 cent stamps they have
purchased and the total price. I tabulate these after
each meeting. Sometimes they are a small part of a
big purchase, and sometimes they are the complete
purchase.
The results for the first 9 months of 2016 are way
beyond what you might expect. From January 1 to
September 30, 2016, we sold 20,116 stamps for a
total price of $1,005.80! Thirty two different
members purchased 5 cent stamps during this period,
27% of our 120 member club. The largest number of
5 cent stamps sold at one time was 2189, costing
$109.45.
Did you know you can check out and take home the 5
cent albums and boxes? You don’t have to find all
you need at the meetings! See Maria and select some
5 cent containers to take home and explore with your

KPS Meeting Surprise
By Tom Broadhead
Members attending the January monthly meeting got
a New Year treat
from KPS member
Hugh Russell. He
had recently purchased a stamp lot
that had multiple
copies of a recent
souvenir sheet of
Libya honoring John
F. Kennedy. Hugh
generously gave a
copy to everyone who
wanted one!

Too Cold for Me – Antarctic Philately
by Tom Broadhead
I don’t like cold weather and still remember being
terrified many years ago when the nighttime
temperature in Knoxville dipped to 24o below zero!
That is a good Antarctic temperature. On that frigid
continent, the average annual inland temperature is
-24o F and the average annual coastal temperature is
about -15o F, but can get as high as +48o F. The
record low, set on July 21, 1983 was a whopping 129o F. Still, people from many nations live and
work there, and many countries – including the
United States – have postal services.

YEAR BECAUSE OF DIFFICULTIES IN
TRANSPORTATION AT LITTLE AMERICA,
ANTARCTICA.” The back of the envelope has a
San Francisco, California transit mark dated March
25, 1935 – I hope that the original letter wasn’t
urgent. Most likely the delay was caused by bad
weather.
Many other countries also sent explorers to Antarctica, and eventually the continent was divided like a
pie into areas of control by 12 nations: Argentina,
Australia, Belgium, Chile, France, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, USSR, United
Kingdom, and the United States.

The envelope below, mailed from the early U.S.
settlement at Little America has a lot of historical

The envelope below was mailed in Australia using
a stamp (Scott L4) issued in 1957 for its bases in

and philatelic interest.
Located on the Ross Ice
Shelf, Little America was
established
by
naval
aviator Richard E. Byrd in
1929, and bases were
established there by Byrd
in 1933-1935, 1939-1941,
and 1946-1948. The 3c
blue stamp (Scott 733)
commemorating
Byrd’s
second Antarctic Expedition was issued in 1933.
On this letter, it was
cancelled on January 31, 1934 at Little America,
but the black handstamp at upper left says “THIS
LETTER HAS BEEN DELAYED FOR ONE

Antarctica. In 1959, however, those countries and
several others signed the “Antarctic Treaty,” in
which they agreed that it would remain a politically

neutral region outside of the ownership of any
country and that its use would be for international
scientific study. The treaty became effective on
June 23, 1961.
The present United States naval base is at McMurdo
Station, established in 1956 and located on Ross
Island, the farthest south solid ground in Antarctica
that is accessible by ship. One very interesting
feature at McMurdo is “Scott’s Hut,” a building
erected in 1904 by the party of British explorer
Robert F. Scott, who later lost his life in his quest to
be the first to reach the South Pole. Inside of

ANTARCTICA” dated December 2, 1992. The
blue cachet is a handstamp showing a penguin
standing on Antarctica and holding out a net to
catch a falling meteorite. ANSMET is the acronym
or abbreviation for the project – “The Antarctic
Search for Meteorites.”
Prior to the signing of the Antarctic Treaty, some
countries issued stamps showing their areas of
occupation or influence in Antarctica. The card
below the Australian stamp (Scott 276) showing a
large area – almost 30% of the continent as
Australia’s interest region. The card is cancelled at

Scott’s Hut are the perfectly
preserved
provisions
and
supplies last used nearly 100
years ago.
Among the scientific projects
conducted out of McMurdo are
weather studies, investigations
of the world’s ozone layer, and
meteorites.
Each
year
researchers from U.S. and
other nations collect meteorites
from the ice fields – with less
than 2 inches of average
precipitation a year, burial in
snow is not a problem.
Some
of
my
geology
colleagues have collected meteorites in Antarctica,
and one mailed me this interesting cover in 1992.
The stamp is the U.S. 50c airmail (Scott C130) of
1991, which commemorated the 30th anniversary of
the implementation of the Antarctic Treaty. It is
postmarked “U.S. NAVY – FPO AP 96599 MCM

Mawson Camp, Australian Antarctic Territory on
February 16, 1955. Although the card says this is
the first day of issue, the Scott Catalogue gives
November 17, 1954 as the date of issue. I’m not
sure which is correct,
I’m too busy thinking about staying warm!
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KnoxPEx 2017 Volunteers

President’s Column

It’s show time! Our annual show, KnoxPEx is only a short
time away, and a lot of volunteer work has been invested,
with more needed. There are a lot of ways that you can
help.

KnoxPEx Means Stamp Purchasing and Collecting
KnoxPEx is my favorite meeting of the year, because
many stamp dealers are present, and there are great
opportunities to fill in holes in my collections. I enjoy
meeting the dealers, talking shop with them, and letting
them know my own wants, which they commonly try to
accommodate at the next show.
The auction is always an adventure, with lots varying
widely in content and cost, but always with some
spectacular items. The bidding can get exciting too, when
a lot suddenly attracts interest from multiple bidders,
which usually means something was in it of great value.
While you won’t see the world’s most expensive stamp for
sale, you will see some very nice offerings.

(1983, Scott 2039)

On Friday, March 3, there will be frame and table set up
starting at 6:00 pm, and a few dealers may need a helping
hand moving in. Auction lot lists have been compiled by
Gerald Schroedl, and it looks as though we will have
more than 225 lots to sell on Saturday night of the show.
Auction chair, Stu Hanlein will need runners and tally
people to also help Thomas Lane with the financials.
During the day, plenty of watchful eyes will be needed in
the auction lot viewing area.
The registration desk will need pairs of members
throughout the show, and Pat Goebel has been soliciting
volunteers. Those will be handling cachet sales, helping
new members, and generally welcoming guests to the
show. On Sunday afternoon, there many hands will be
needed to help dealers move out and pack up our frames
and show materials for storage.
And, don’t forget to help by shopping our dealers, buying
a cachet, and buying at the auction. Have fun at the show!

Tom Broadhead

(1856, Scott 13)

Arrive early so you can go through the bourse, browse the
auction lots, and talk with fellow KPS members. Bring
potential collectors young and old, since a major feature is
educating how to collect stamps. I started collecting after
winning the Penny Black door prize a few years ago at
KnoxPEx, and this year’s show may start a few new
collectors too!
PS: The KPS website is now live at www.knoxstamps.com.

Dave Anderson

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
February 7, 2017
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday,
February 7, 2017, for the regular monthly meeting.
There were 34 members in attendance. President Dave
Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:00.
Minutes of the January meeting, previously published in
the newsletter, were approved. The 5% increased APS
fee is paid by KPS. Thomas Lane’s treasurer’s report
showing a total of $9,935 in the club accounts was
approved. Net cash flow for the month was $71.

A constitution change was approved by voice vote. In
the event of dissolution of KPS, the constitution will
no longer refer to the US Revenue Code of 1954
(which has been superseded). A bylaws change
allowing spending $100 without board approval, an
increase from $50, passed by voice vote.
Announcements: Bruce Roberts called on KnoxPEx
committee chairs for reports. Tom Ringenbach asked
for members interesting in exhibiting at the show.
Gerald Schroedl reminded members to submit their
auction lot forms by February 10. Stu Hanlein asked
for volunteers for the live auction. Pat Goebel had
circulated a signup sheet at the previous meeting for
registration and hospitality, but needs more volunteers.
Tom Broadhead reported on the APS Ambassador
program and meeting in Atlanta with APS president
Mick Zais for information sharing between chapter
clubs and the national organization. Tom asked again
for completed member questionnaires.
The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.
Annual dues are $15.00.
KPS Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors

Dave Anderson
Barbara Steverson
Bob Ceo
Thomas Lane
John Smartt
Mike Downs, Randy Haese,
Ray Simko, Bob Smith
APS Representative Jim Pettway
& KPS communications jbpettway@comcast.net
APS Ambassador
Tom Broadhead

Requests for information and submissions of
articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the
newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead,
KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422
– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com.

The business meeting adjourned, and Tom Broadhead
presented the program, “Sharing the Culture & History
of Stamp Images.”
The meeting adjourned at 8:00.
Respectfully Submitted,
John Smartt, secretary

Knoxville Philatelic Society Board
Meeting – February 7, 2017
The executive board of the Knoxville Philatelic Society
met at the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist
Church on Tuesday, February 7 for a regular meeting.
There were eight members in attendance. President
Dave Anderson convened the meeting at 6:00.
Minutes from the last meeting, previously published,
were accepted without change. Announcements: Dave
Anderson announced that he will need reimbursement
for payment for webhosting services, to be paid to the
site which is currently hosting the beta test version of
the KPS website. Thomas Lane noted that KPS is
moving its checking account to US Bank as they are
more not-for-profit friendly. No objections were noted.
The meeting adjourned at 6:20.
Respectfully submitted,
John Smartt, secretary

Upcoming Events
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Bob Ceo, know.
March 4-5 – KNOXPEX 2017 – Holiday Inn
Knoxville West, 9134 Executive Park Dr.,
Knoxville, 37923. Interstate exits 378
(eastbound) or 378A (westbound). 10-5
Saturday, live auction at 6; 10-3 Sunday
March 7 – KPS monthly meeting, Program – “Prexie
Postal History – A Sampler” by Tom
Ringenbach
March 18-19 – Nashville Stamp & Postcard Show,
301 Madison Street, Madison, TN 37115
http://nashvillephilatelic.org
April 4 – KPS monthly meeting, Program – “Cats”
by Mike Downs
April 22 – KPS Saturday meeting – place and time
TBA

Stamp of the Month
This month’s stamp is a recent (2005) flower definitive
stamp of Germany (Scott 2307) showing
a crocus. These are usually considered to
be “harbingers of spring,” among the
earliest blooming flowers of the year.
These stamps are a gift of Bob Ceo and
Lori Williams.

Do You Know What You’re
Collecting?
By Randy Haese

Have you taken the time to visit the stamp
forgeries site – www.Stampforgeries.com? It could
be well worth your time to do so if you have
questions about the authenticity of a purchase or
pending purchase of classic era stamps!
The site’s creator is Morten Munck, an IT
specialist from Denmark, who is also one of the
most recent members of KPS. Morten’s vision to
“display all forgeries ever created next to a genuine
stamp for easy comparison” and cover all countries
with more than 15,000 high-resolution images is
off to a nice start. Thus far, 214 countries are
covered with more than 5,400 high-resolution
images of both certified original stamps and
fraudulent stamps. Additionally, he provides
information about experts, links to recommended
resources, and literature about the particular
stamp(s) on display. Read the mission statement
and goals!
Display formats are also evolving on the site …
look at Estonia, for instance. From simply showing
forged and genuine stamps side-by-side, the latest
format shows characteristics of the genuine stamp
as well.

Morten seriously considers user suggestions. In the
last six months, the number of hits on his website
has increased more than 25% -- now an average of
110 hits/day since the new year with over twentyseven percent of the volume from the U.S.
Experts from around the world are contributing to
this educational website. The result is that web
pages on display for countries like Tibet and Fiume
are second to none when compared to any book or
other website available today.

Tibet (Scott 16) – Which is the forgery? See below.

One of the participating experts is the president of
the Croatian Stamp Examiner Association. Behind
the scenes in the German States area, a large body
of high-resolution images of certified stamps is
being accumulated for future use – perhaps as a
virtual library. A lot of reference material has also
been translated into English. Stamp characteristics,
both common and not common, have been
consolidated and matched against certified stamps
and summarized for current and future use.
Members of our club are actively engaged in the
growth of this website. Dan Hubbard, Pat
Goebel, and I have all contributed information and
stamp images toward the growth of this website. I
have been working with Morten on the German
States issues.

Early Estonia airmails: C8 at left – genuine, C5 at right
- forgery

Details of the inscription area at the tops of early airmails (Scott C1-C8). Note the poor quality of lettering
on the forgery (at right) and the unevenness of parallel
lines on the forgery.

The American Philatelic Society is now involved.
At the suggestion of Executive Director Scott
English (a KPS member), the APS website,
http://stamps.org/Useful-Links, has listed the website under “Other Resources/ Stamp Forgeries.”
Scott has also provided images of Hamburg stamps
from the APS reference collection. We hope to get
more APS and member unit involvement.
Do you have some expertise that you would like to
share with Morten? I’m sure that he would be
happy to hear from you! Contact Morten through
his web site or at morten@munck.nu.
(The Tibet stamp at left with a rough print on native toned
paper is genuine)

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, March 7
KPS has a lot of APS Circuit Books
By Bruce Roberts
Recently, it became clear that our stamp inventory was
growing like a weed, and we needed a way to dispose of
stamps that no one in the club wanted. We began having
periodic sales and have sold many stamps at very
reduced prices – but thousands of stamps were left.
How best to sell them and get our money back to work
buying new stamps?
We considered loading up the unwanted inventory,
taking it to Regency Auctions. This would have been
fast and easy. However we would get only the lowest
possible prices for the stamps, and we would lose all the
stock cards and containers which held the stamps. The
auction process also takes about 9 months from the first
identification of the stamps to sell until a check is
received by the club.
We decided in 2015 to try preparing circuit books for
the APS with our excess club inventory. Most of you
are familiar with the APS circuit books, as the club is on
a circuit that has books at nearly every meeting. When
we prepare a book, it goes to the APS, each page is
photographed, and the book is added to specific circuits
requested by APS members. The books circulate, or are
available for viewing at the APS headquarters for 18
months. At the end of that time, the book is returned to
the owner. The APS keeps 20% of the sales and writes a
check to the owner for 80% of the sales.
Mike Downs and I prepared 10 circuit books and sent
them to APS in September 2015 as an experiment. Each
of those books took a lot of time to prepare, and we had
quite a learning curve. We resumed last year with the
goal of preparing 100 more books, and completed that
goal in December. Assisting in preparing the books
were several KPS members, including Bob Ceo, Lori
Williams, David Chapman, Ray Simko, Karen
Setzfand, Richard Ellis, Dick DeTemple and Mike
Downs. We have learned much, and preparation of the
books while still time consuming is now much more
efficient.

books are still active. As of January 23, 2017 we had
$84,091 catalog in our books, with an initial retail value
of $16,392. From this, total sales have been made of
$3,457. We will receive our first payment this month.

Our goal for 2017 is to complete 120 books. If you
would like to help KPS get unwanted inventory to
other collectors, help the APS and help KPS get
money back to supply our members with new stamps,
contact me.

KnoxPEx 2017 Dealers
By Bruce Roberts – Bourse Chair

Get ready to shop our 13 dealers at KnoxPEX.
Bring your want lists or find some new collecting
areas.

B & W Stamp Co. – Bill Vance – Stamps,
Covers, Supplies
C & D Philatelics – Charles R. Hamilton –
Worldwide Covers
Carolina Coin & Stamps – Tony Crumbly –
Southern Postal History, FDC’s
Carter Stamps, Ltd – Dean Carter – U.S., CSA
Stamps, Covers
Collect ʽEm All – Len Curtis (KPS member) –
Classic US, British Commonweath Stamps
Earl Reeder – Earl Reeder – U.S., Canada
Stamps
F.A. Stamps – Fred Brafford – Worldwide
Stamps, Covers
Jared Cassidy – Jared Cassidy (KPS member)
– U.S., British Commonwealth, Ireland Stamps
Jim Butler Stamps – Jim Butler – Worldwide
Stamps
Lyle’s Postcards & Collectibles – Robert Lyles
– Postcards, Topical Stamps
Queen City Coin & Stamps – Louise
Chouinard – Worldwide, Topical Stamps

So how have we done? Of the 110 books we have sent
to APS, one book sold out all but $2.50 so the book was
returned to us with a check for $50.87. The other 109

Richter Stamp Co. – Don Richter (KPS
member) – U.S., Worldwide, Classic Stamps,
Postcards
Stamp Center of Texas – Kurt Harding – U.S.,
Worldwide Covers, Stamps, Souvenir Sheets
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KnoxPEx 2017 – What’s Next?

President’s Column

By any measure, KnoxPEx 2017 was a successful show.
Jim Pettway reports a total of 142 registered guests,
including 70 who were not KPS members. We gained 17
new members (see article on page 4), including 3 dealers.
The auction made a record amount, according to KPS
treasurer, Thomas Lane. Forty-one bidders purchased 132
lots from a total of 169. Gross sales were $5135.50, with
KPS netting $76.50 from donated lots, $434.00 from KPS
stamps sold, and $481.50 from the 10% commission.

While my stamp collecting has been fairly traditional,
focused on obtaining issues from countries like the US and
the UK, lately I have begun to branch out and collect stamps
on specific topics. Fortunately, these stamps can be
displayed using blank album pages or in stock books, and I
have found that selecting attractive covers and pages makes
the collections more appealing.
First, I recently put together a nice collection of stamps with
cats on them, assisted by KPS club member and cat breeder
and fancier Mike Downs. My wife loves cats, and the stock
book with about 500 stamps in it was her Valentine’s Day
present. It was a success! Second, I have long followed
humanity’s efforts regarding space flight, since as a small
child, when my dad took me outside to see Sputnik when I
was 8 years old. I’ve been slowly building up a collection
of stamps and covers, although I haven’t moved any to a
separate album yet. I did give a talk on ‘Space Flown
Covers’ to KPS last year, and enjoy learning about the
subject, another value of topical collecting.

Sales of the Pat Summitt cachet, designed by Ralph
Dinwiddie, set a record with more than 100 of the 150
created sold at the show. Twenty-five of the total were
given to the Pat Summitt Foundation (http://
patsummitt.org) as part of our arrangement to be able to use
her name and image. We now have only about 10 copies
left. If you didn’t have a chance to buy one, email me or
Jim Pettway for details. They are $3.00 each, with mail
orders requiring a self addressed stampes #9 or 10 envelope
sent to the KPS post office box.
The biggest challenge over the last few years has been a flat
attendance – 142 this year, compared to 148 last year and
136 the year before. We had more publicity out this year,
but need some brainstorming to attract more people. Let’s
start planning for next year.
And, it’s time to think of a theme for KnoxPEx 2018!

Finally, as a professional archaeologist, I have started
looking for stamps with archaeological themes (above).
Although just getting started with this, I have been
pleasantly surprised at how many stamps there are, and how
easily many can be found online. Stay tuned!

Tom Broadhead

Dave Anderson

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
March 7, 2017
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, March
7, 2017, for the regular monthly meeting. There were 27
members and one guest in attendance. President Dave
Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:00.

The business meeting adjourned, and Tom Ringenbach
(below) presented the program, “Postal History of the
1938 Presidential Issue: Introduction.” A lively
discussion ensued over some of Tom’s great covers,
which helped to demonstrate the complexity of this
iconic set of U.S. stamps.

Minutes of the February meeting, previously published
in the newsletter, were approved. Thomas Lane’s
treasurer’s report showing a total of $12,455 in the club
accounts was approved. Net cash flow for the month was
$2519. In a preliminary financial report on the recently
completed KnoxPEx, Thomas noted income in excess of
expenses, preliminarily, of more than $1,800, including
more than $900 realized on the auction.
Bob Smith, show chair, thanked all volunteers and led a
“post mortem” discussion. Tom Broadhead announced
that the Pat Summitt cachet was almost a sellout. Jim
Pettway reported 17 new KPS members. Thomas Lane
confirmed the same venue to be used next year. Bruce
Roberts reported that 4 dealers had already signed
contracts for next year. Tom Ringenbach presented
certificates to KnoxPEx exhibitors.
Announcements: VP Bob Ceo announced that Lori
Williams – “Philatelic Lori” – had a successful stamp
exhibit at a recent children’s fair. Tom Broadhead
encouraged KPS members who are not already APS
member to join with the complimentary recent issues of
American Philatelist and membership forms with a
special rate given at KnoxPEx 2017.
The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.
Annual dues are $15.00.
KPS Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors

Dave Anderson
Barbara Steverson
Bob Ceo
Thomas Lane
John Smartt
Mike Downs, Randy Haese,
Ray Simko, Bob Smith
APS Representative Jim Pettway
& KPS communications jbpettway@comcast.net
APS Ambassador
Tom Broadhead

Requests for information and submissions of articles
and short notes of philatelic interest for the
newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, KPS,
P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 – or by
e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00.
Respectfully Submitted,
John Smartt, secretary

Upcoming Events
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Bob Ceo, know.
April 4 – KPS monthly meeting, Program – “Cats”
by Mike Downs
April 22 – KPS Saturday meeting – place and time
TBA
May 2 – KPS monthly meeting and executive board
meeting. Election of officers. Program TBA
May 12-13 – HOLPEX – the annual stamp show of
the Holston Stamp Club. More information is
on the web at www.sefsc.org/holpex.html.
May 30 – KPS 5th Tuesday meeting – swap and
shop.

Stamp of the Month
This month’s stamp is a 70 øre numeral and crown
definitive from Denmark (Scott 497)
issued in 1972. The image is of one of
those remarkable designs that have had
long term use. This has been in use for
more than 70 years, beginning in 1933.
These stamps are a gift from Pat
Goebel.

What a Show – KnoxPEx 2017!
Photos by Tom Broadhead, photo edits by Ralph
Dinwiddie
KPS has another successful show under its belt, and
Bob Smith ran a tight ship, where all the parts
functioned well. There was plenty of wind to fill the
sails, and we gained 17 new members. Here are a
few photos to remember.

Bourse chair Bruce Roberts had a full house of 13
dealers, who always seemed to have customers. Three
dealers joined KPS at the show.

The registration table was busy, especially on
Saturday with more than 100 visitors. Cachet sales
were brisk, and registrants were eligible for $10 gift
certificates from drawings each hour.

The Saturday night live auction brought a record
crowd of 41, with more than 30 actively bidding. What
lot was so popular?

Randy Haese had a busy time at the Beginners tables,
and new member Sandi Wilson got in some good
work on her developing collection.

Auctioneer Bruce Roberts got some good bids on a
collection of Ralph Dinwiddie’s KPS newsletter
cachets, displayed by Stu Hanlein.
Continued on page 4

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, April 4
KnoxPEx – continued from page 3

KPS boasted 120 members. After KPS membership
renewals were in at the end of January, membership
showed a slight drop but we still had better than a 94%
retention!
At KnoxPEx 2017 we beat our 15 new member record
from last year’s show by two. Seventeen stamp collectors
joined the KPS at KnoxPEx, bringing our membership to
135! Oh, 6 members checked that they were APS
members and one is an ATA member.

Pat Summitt and women’s basketball was our theme,
and Tom Broadhead created an information exhibit.

One of everyone’s favorite exhibits was the needlepoint
version of the 1982 state birds
and flowers sheet (Scott 19532002) created by Stu Hanlein.
The details were all there,
including
outlines
of
perforations and descriptive
text. The Tennessee stamp
(Scott 1994) portraying our
state bird, the mockingbird
and state flower, the iris, is
shown at left.

Welcome New KPS Members
By Jim Pettway
In philatelic reporting it seems like all we read is that the
number of collectors is declining – not so at the
Knoxville Philatelic Society. At the end of 2016 the

The KPS welcomes the following new members.
Notably, 6 live in Knoxville, while 6 are from other cities
in Tennessee, and 5 are from other states.
Gene Borden attended his first KPS meeting in March.
He collects United States stamps pre-2000.
Jim Butler is a stamp dealer who was at KnoxPEx. He
deals in stamps of the world.
Jared Cassidy is also a dealer and has been in the
KnoxPEx bourse for a few years. He deals in worldwide
stamps with emphasis on Great Britain, British Colonies,
and the United States.
William Churlik lives in North Carolina and collects
about any kind of stamps.
Bill Davis collects worldwide but enjoys the stamps of
Australia and the United States.
You may have met Marvin Fletcher at Richter Stamp
Co. table, where he assisted KPS dealer member Don
Richter. Marvin collects used worldwide from 1840 to
1990.
Julius Fusekas likes collecting postal history,
postcards and aerophilately.
Grant Henderson collects United States and
worldwide stamps.
Sam Hendrix is a collector of U.S. stamps including
match & medicine and revenues.
John Johnston collects St. Kitts.
Richard Karel is just beginning to collect and is open
to help and suggestions.
Laura Lammers collects United States stamps.
Ralph Lovell is a past KPS member who has renewed
after several years. Ralph collects U.S. stamps.
Patricia Payne is from North Carolina and is interested
in U.S. and worldwide MNH stamps.
George Pickard specializes in used plate number
single stamps.
Thomas Pollard enjoys collecting United States
stamps, plate blocks and covers.
Sandi Wilson is from North Carolina and is just getting
started, having had a great time at the beginners table at
KnoxPEx.

Welcome All! Now let’s have some fun collecting
stamps.
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What’s New?
A few months ago, the American Philatelic Society
conducted a survey of members to
help determine interests and needs of
members. The goal is to refine
programs and benefits of Society
membership and to plan ways to
increase membership. Whether you
are an APS member or not, please take
a look at the survey results on the APS web site http://stamps.org/userfiles/file/reports/Survey-Report.
pdf. As your APS Ambassador, I look forward to
discussing any part of the survey with members and
prospective members. Let’s talk!
I have talked with many of you who have stamps that
you want to sell or trade or have want lists to share with
other members. We are still working out details, but the
Marketplace page on the KPS website will soon have a
buy/sell/trade part where your offers and needs can be
shared with other members! Stay tuned for that and
details of the procedures to submit your posts.
It’s Show Time in our region this spring, following
KnoxPEx 2017 and the Nashville show in March. The
Holston Stamp Club hosts HOLPEX on May 12-13.
This is always a worthwhile show, and it’s a short drive
up to Johnson City - www.sefsc.org/holpex.html. Just a
month later, June 10-11, is HUNTSPEX, hosted by the
Huntsville Philatelic Club – with a nice 17 dealer
bourse – www.sefsc.org/huntspex.html.

APS Chapter 1189-119261

Southeast Federation
of Stamp Clubs

President’s Column
Archaeology on Stamps
In my last column, I discussed topical collecting, and
how I hope to expand beyond cats on stamps, which my
wife likes, to archaeology, my profession for the past
several decades. I confess I haven’t done much with the
topic, and am only just now getting started. A quick
search online, however, located hundreds of stamps,
and while the subject is not as popular as cats, there are
certainly enough to make a fine collection.
I have found that the best way to display stamps in my
topical collections is to use a nicely bound stockbook or
a blank hingeless Lindner album and arrange the stamps
to taste. In my case, this means by country and time
period (time in the archaeological not the philatelic
past). Cave and rock art is a very common theme, with
the first major discovery of Paleolithic art at Altamira in
Spain featuring prominently on many issues. There is a
wonderful recent film that recounts this discovery,
called “Finding Altamira” that I strongly recommend.

As I write this column, I’m getting ready to head to
India and Nepal, recruiting students for UT. Leaving
April 17 and back on May 4, so preparing the May
newsletter early. I’m sure there will be adventures and
stories, so will try to keep you posted – and will try to
find a post office to get some future Stamps of the
Month.

The paintings are so fresh looking and exquisitely
produced that it took years before their great antiquity
(more than 17,000 years old)
was accepted by scholars. I’ll
be collecting, and see whether
the stamps (Venda, Scott 60
with cave image for comparison; Spain, Scott 1452) do
justice to the originals in the
years to come!

Tom Broadhead

Dave Anderson

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
April 4, 2017
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on
Tuesday, April 4, 2017, for the regular monthly
meeting. There were 36 members and one guest in
attendance. President Dave Anderson called the
meeting to order at 7:00.

Coon breed. He included comments on the accuracy
of cat images on stamps.
The meeting adjourned at 7:55.
Respectfully Submitted,
John Smartt, secretary

Minutes from the last meeting, previously published,
were accepted without change. Thomas Lane
presented the Treasurer’s report. At the end of
March, the club had cash assets of $13,807. Receipts
for the month were $10,372, outgo was $9,020, for a
net cash inflow of $ 1,352. KnoxPEx net receipts
now total $1,356. Seventeen new members joined
during the month, two of whom were in attendance.
The Treasurer’s report was approved as presented.
Other announcements and reports: Stamp Acquisition
Committee – Bruce Roberts announced that KPS
has purchased a collection from a local estate and a
26 volume foreign lot. Volunteers are needed to assist
in preparing the material for sale. APS Ambassador
Tom Broadhead announced a discounted APS
membership, through its magazine. Dave Anderson
continued to solicit theme ideas for KnoxPEx 2018.
The Penny Black drawing was won by Warren
Flynn.
The program, “Cats on Stamps,” was presented by
Mike Downs. Mike talked about his and wife,
Carol’s, experiences raising show cats of the Maine
The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.
Annual dues are $15.00.
KPS Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors

Dave Anderson
Barbara Steverson
Bob Ceo
Thomas Lane
John Smartt
Mike Downs, Randy Haese,
Ray Simko, Bob Smith
APS Representative Jim Pettway
& KPS communications jbpettway@comcast.net
APS Ambassador
Tom Broadhead

Requests for information and submissions of
articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the
newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead,
KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422
– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com.

Mike Downs was attracted to stamps by a dealer at a
cat show, and the rest is (postal?) history.

KPS Elections – May 2
If you are interested in running for office or the
Executive Board, let Jim Pettway know.

Upcoming Events
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Bob Ceo, know.
May 2 – KPS monthly meeting and executive board
meeting. Election of officers. Program TBA
May 12-13 – HOLPEX – the annual stamp show of
the Holston Stamp Club. More information is
on the web at www.sefsc.org/holpex.html.
May 30 – KPS 5th Tuesday meeting – swap and
shop.
June 6 – KPS monthly meeting. Program TBA
June 10-11 – HUNTSPEX 2017 – the annual stamp
show of the Huntsville Philatelic Club. More
information about the show is on the web at
www. sefsc.org/huntspex.html.

Stamp of the Month
This month’s stamp, to go along with the main article
theme is a 4 pence Machin definitive of Great Britain
(Scott MH6). Part of the first issue of 1967, the color is
brown black – not quite the shade of the
Penny Black, but the closest I could
find. This June, the stamp design, by
Arnold Machin, celebrates its 50th
anniversary – one of the longest time
periods of any stamp design. These
stamps are a gift from Pat Goebel.

Happy Birthday, Penny Black
By Tom Broadhead
This month marks the appearance, in 1840 of the
world’s first adhesive postage stamp, Great Britain
Scott #1, affectionately known as the Penny Black.
The Penny Black, and its companions, the Two
Penny Blue and the one and two penny Mulready
envelopes and letter sheets, originated from the work
of Sir Rowland Hill. He was a pioneering thinker in
the simplification of postal rates, previously based on
both weight and distance of transport. Hill’s “uniform
penny postage” made life easier for the British postal
service and for the population at large. The concept
of a postage stamp also was revolutionary, with the
sender prepaying the cost of delivery, instead of
having the cost paid by the recipient.

the UK; "ONE PENNY." at the bottom shows the
amount pre-paid for postage of the stamped letter.
The background to the portrait consists of finely
engraved engine turnings. The two upper corners
hold Maltese crosses with radiant solar discs at their
centres; the lower corner letters show the position of
the stamp in the printed sheet, from "A A" at top left
to "T L" at bottom right. The sheets, printed by
Perkins Bacon, consisted of 240 stamps in 20 rows of
12 columns. One full sheet cost 240 pence or one
pound; one row of 12 stamps cost a shilling. As the
name suggests, the stamp was printed in black ink. A
two penny stamp printed in blue and covering the
double-letter rate (up to 1 oz or 28 g) was issued on 8
May 1840.”

The recent PBS miniseries, “Victoria,” had a scene
(below) – memorable for philatelists – in which the
young queen was presented with sample sheets of the
new stamp. She was “not amused” at the thought of
people licking the back side.
The stamp shows the young Queen Victoria, at the
age of 18, based upon a medal (at right) designed by
William Wyon in 1837. Minor differences are
apparent, including the hair at the back and on the
back of the neck.
The following quote from the Wikipedia page https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penny_Black - offers an
excellent description of the stamp and its aspects.
“Initially, Hill specified that the stamps should be 3/4
inch square, but altered the dimensions to 3/4 inch
wide by 7/8 inch tall (approx 19 x 22 mm) to accommodate the writing at the bottom. The word
"POSTAGE" at the top of the design distinguishes it
from a revenue stamp, which had long been used in

The Penny Black has been a regular gift to a lucky
KPS member in the free drawing after KnoxPEx.

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, May 7
Bringing Stamps to School

Machin Plaster Model Auction

By Mike Blankenship

By Tom Broadhead
The March 15 auction of an original plaster cast
created by Arnold Machin as the model for coinage
and the famous Machin stamp series of Great Britain
was announced by Linn’s this spring. Previous
examples, purchased several years ago by the British
government, sold for £18,500 and £21,000.
The lot, #815 in the Cavendish Auction catalog,
www.cavendish-auctions.com/catalogues/Cavendish
_798.pdf, was listed with a £12,000 estimate. Why
was the result not reported in the press? The auction
results www.cavendish-auctions.com/catalogues/pr/
Cavendish_798_pr.pdf shows no sales price – it was
unsold!

Pictured are the 11th-grade, Sustainable Living
students at Career Magnet Academy after completion
of the bulletin board celebrating the 100th day of the
school year 2016 - 2017. You will recognize the
1982, 20 cent State Birds (Scott 1953-2002) and State
Flowers. (50 x 2 = 100).
(ed. note – Mike has a MS in Agriculture Education
from The University of Tennessee and has been an FFA
advisor in several Knox County high schools. He
currently is advisor and faculty member in College
Readiness and Agriculture at the Career Magnet FFA
@PSCC, where he works with the CMA Sustainable
Living scholars. www.knoxschools.org/careermagnet)

About the Cachet
And, the Winner Is . . . .

By Ralph Dinwiddie

By Jim Pettway

The stamps used to mail last month's newsletter were
the WPA Poster Stamps. I chose a complimentary
cachet design based on a local example of artwork
commissioned by the Work Projects Administration
as the cachet. The title of the mural, in the Lenoir
City Post Office is “Electrification” by artist David
Stone Martin and was created on August 3, 1939. It is
one of 30 such Post Office murals in Tennessee, most
of which are still on display. To learn more check out
the book entitled, Tennessee Post Office Murals, by
UT Art Professor, Howard Hull.

The lucky KPS member to win a beautiful copy of
the Penny Black is Warren Flynn. KPS President,
Dave Anderson (below left), the first winner a few
years ago, and Jim Pettway (below right) drew the
winning name from among all KPS members.
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KPS News Needs You

President’s Column

As KPS has grown, there are increasing needs to ensure
its continued growth and success. For more than 15
years, I have handled the publicity for KnoxPEx, and
our registration forms show that attendees have learned
about the show from many sources, including the
postcards I mail to attendees over the previous three
years, and mailings from some of our dealers – some
even spotted the yard signs that we put up along the
street on show days.

Lori and I were at WESTPEX in San Francisco when
we heard the news of my election as KPS president. It
came as a surprise to me, since I thought that I was
running for re-election as vice president. Nonetheless I
promise that I’ll do my best to provide good service to
KPS during my term.

Principal places where I promote the show are the
American Philatelic Society’s website and The
American Philatelist and online and print issues of
Linn’s Stamp News. I have a list of 30 newspapers –
from southern Kentucky to Chattanooga and from
Asheville to Nashville. Over the years, more print
sources have gone online, and
more,
including
tourism
listings, are also available free
online. We need a KPS
member to step up and
volunteer to coordinate the
online promotion of the show
and our meetings. Although
our membership has grown by
leaps and bounds, we need to continue to look for more
ways to attract new members. Show attendance has
been flat for the last three years, and increased online
publicity may be the solution. Is that volunteer you?
Please contact me for details. This is an urgent need.

We had a great time at the stamp show, where we met
with our old friend Joe from Santa Fe who is also a
philatelist. We made several nice additions to our
collections while at WESTPEX. Probably my favorite is
an intra-city cover from Cholet (cropped, below). The
1.50 Fr ultramarine stamp has its Petain effigy effaced
by a negative RF liberation overprint, with an added
FFI handstamp. The cover was no doubt prepared as a
philatelic item, but its overprint is unusual and the cover
bears a small expert mark in its corner.

There is always a need for material for the monthly
newsletter. Please send me your feature (one page) or
shorter articles. Word format, only, please – and please
send all illustrations separately as individual jpeg files!
Let us know what you find interesting in your
collection.

My best purchase was an Italian special delivery stamp,
purported to be Scott E6 (C.V. $2.25) by the dealer and
sold to me for that price. When I got home I noticed that
the stamp was not the 30 centesimi E6, but rather a 1.20
lire stamp (C.V. $200)
in the same colors that
had been prepared, but
not issued as such. I
don’t understand why
the stamp was never
issued, because Italy
E10 is simply the E6 surcharged “1.20 lire”. Some
research is apparently in order.

Tom Broadhead

Bob Ceo

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
May 2, 2017
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, May
2, 2017, for the regular monthly meeting. There were
29 members and three guests in attendance. President
Dave Anderson called the meeting to order at 7:00.
Minutes of the February meeting, previously published
in the newsletter, were approved. Thomas Lane’s
treasurer’s report showing a total of $14,817 in the club
accounts was approved. Net cash flow for the month
was $1,010.
In new business, a motion passed to give KPS honorary
membership to individuals holding the positions of
president and executive director of APS and ATA. The
following slate of officers was nominated and elected:
President: Bob Ceo; Vice President: Dave Anderson;
Treasurer: Thomas Lane; Secretary: John Smartt;
Directors: Maria Javier, Jim Pettway.
Announcements included the Holston Stamp Club
representatives announcement of their annual show,
Mothers’ Day weekend. There was discussion of the
KnoxPEx theme for 2018. Bruce Roberts, stamp
acquisition chair, announced a change in policy re: the
“red boxes.” From now on stamps and sets of less than
$5 catalogue value will not be entered into the KPS
electronic inventory but will, for stamps and sets of cat.
value $1.00 to $4.95, be contained in the small red
boxes. Stamps cataloging less than $1.00 will be passed
to the nickel stamp collection. Warren Flynn, the
Penny Black winner drawn at last month’s meeting,
died recently. An award of the stamp will be deferred to
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on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
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the next board of directors meeting. A memorial contribution in Warren’s name will be made to the APS.
The meeting adjourned at 8:05.
Respectfully submitted, John Smartt, secretary

KPS Executive Board Meeting
The executive board of the Knoxville Philatelic Society
met at the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Church on
Tuesday May 2, 2017, for a regular meeting. There
were seven members in attendance. President David
Anderson presided.
Minutes from the last meeting, previously published,
were accepted without change. New business: Honorary
memberships were approved for both the presidents and
the executive directors of the APS and ATA. The slate
of officers will be presented to the membership
meeting. KnoxPEx 2018 theme discussion is deferred to
the membership meeting. Winner of the Penny Black
drawing at last month’s meeting, Warren Flynn, died
prior to acceptance. Motion passed to have a drawing at
the June meeting and make a $25 memorial contribution
to the APS. Ray Simko will look at Lakeside Tavern as
a site for the December 9th holiday lunch.
The meeting adjourned at 6:40.
Respectfully submitted, John Smartt, secretary

Loss of a Friend
KPS lost a great member, Warren Flynn, who
passed away February 18. Warren was a regular
attendee at KPS monthly meetings. We only recently
learned of his passing, and he had been announced in
last month’s newsletter as the winner of the KnoxPEx
drawing for the Penny Black.

Upcoming Events
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Dave Anderson, know.
June 6 – KPS monthly meeting. Program TBA
June 10-11 – HUNTSPEX 2017 – the annual stamp
show of the Huntsville Philatelic Club. More
information about the show is on the web at
www. sefsc.org/huntspex.html.
June 24 – KPS Saturday meeting, shop and swap.
Peace Lutheran Church on Cedar Bluff Rd.

Stamp of the Month
This month’s stamp is a 20 centime definitive of Syria
(Scott 211) issued in 1933, showing the
skyline of the city of Aleppo. Caught in
the Syrian civil war, many monuments
and important buildings have recently
been destroyed. These stamps are a gift
from Pat Goebel.

By Jim Pettway

nity to return on a weekday. It was a work-packed
trip, with little time available on weekdays.

So, what do you do with those weekly/monthly/bimonthly stamp publications that you have finished
reading? Let’s take another view of recycling and
maybe pick up another KPS member. This idea came
to me one evening before a doctor appointment the
next day. I’ve got a stack of Linn’s, The American
Philatelist and Topical Times issues in my stamp
room, so I added a note to a page inside each
magazine inviting those interested in stamp collecting
to contact the KPS via our website.

What I did see that surprised me from a philatelic
standpoint was the Cathedral and John Connon
School, which we visited and met with a class of
students. Its Wikipedia listing - https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Cathedral_and_John_Connon_School
–
mentions it as one of the top schools in Asia, having
been founded in Mumbai (then, Bombay) in 1860.
The school building, which is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, was also featured on a 2010 stamp of
India.

How to Recycle Stamp Publications

Interested in Stamp Collecting?
Have a stamp collection you would like to sell or
donate?
Visit www.knoxstamps.com
for information about the
Knoxville Philatelic Society
Knoxville, TN
I placed copies of the magazines in the waiting area
of my doctor’s office. There may be other waiting
areas where the magazines could be placed. You
always see golf, gun, fishing, and health magazines,
so why not a stamp magazine? Maybe, just maybe,
someone will be interested enough in stamps and
covers that they will contact the KPS for membership
information. Of course, the magazine has its own
subscription and membership information. Give it a
try. Get rid of those old magazines and put them to
good use. Oh, and be sure to remove your name and
address label from the cover.

Sights of India – and Stamps
By Tom Broadhead

A picture of the stamp (Scott 2457) is proudly
displayed in the school lobby.

A Philatelic Novelty
By Tom Broadhead
An article in the May 10 Linn’s Stamp News shows
an upcoming US stamp, featuring the image of a
solar eclipse.

I got back from the student recruiting trip to India
and Nepal at 5:00 on Wednesday, May 3 – and was at
work by 10 the next morning. Why not? It was 7:45
at night in Kathmandu, and it was time for dinner!
Apologies to all KPS members – I had planned to
buy stamps for the KPS newsletter, but (1) saw the
Mumbai post
office (left –
Scott 2633)
from a car on
the way to a
meeting and
(2) saw the
Pune
post
office on a
Sunday, with
no opportu-

The ink used for the black disc of the moon (shown
above at left), is “thermochromic,” changeable by
temperature, and is supposed to change to the image
of the moon (above at right) with the touch of a warm
human finger. It will be interesting to see if it will
change with hot summer weather. The date of issue is
June 20, and you just may see one on an upcoming
KPS Newsletter cachet.

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, June 6
KPS Educational Outreach
By Lori Williams
On February 18, 2017, The Children's Museum of
Oak Ridge had its annual International Festival.
What could be more international than postage
stamps? So I offered to design a craft around postage
stamps.
Bob Ceo, Randy Haese and Lori Williams teamed
up to do the craft. I had accumulated stamps from my
own purchases and had donations from Pat Goebel,
KPS and the loan of tongs from Bruce Roberts. An
impressive pile of stamps was placed on two tables
for attendees to sample (below). A “passport” was
created and the children were allowed select five
stamps that they could keep. The stamps were
attached to the passports with hinges; we used hinges
instead of glue because we wanted to show authentic
philately to the visitors.

There also was a table just for preschoolers (below)
with beautiful topical stamps. The colorful stamps
included topics, such as vehicles, sports, Olympics,
flowers, cars, ships, fish and animals.

We were pleased that both children and adults
enjoyed the activity. Many asked to take more than
five stamps which we heartily approved.
I was amazed that many of the children did not go for
the colorful topical, but selected seemingly mundane
issues. We also had a number of adults whose
families moved on to other activities but stayed
behind to continue looking at the stamps.
We look forward to doing this activity again in the
future and hope other KPS members will join us
when we do the activity.

Congratulations Vera!
By Tom Broadhead
KPS member and American Topical Association
executive director, Vera Felts, has been named the
ATA’s “Distinguished Topical Philatelist” for 2017.
This is the ATA’s most prestigious recognition, and
Vera will be honored with this award at the ATA’s
National Topical Stamp Show in Milwaukee, June
24.
Vera has attended
KnoxPEx and gave a
seminar about topical collecting here
in 2016. She also has
had a distinguished
involvement
with
APS in its chapter
newsletter exchange.
She collects cachets
and
has topical
interests in healthy
living (anti-tobacco and alcohol) and body parts on
stamps! http://www.americantopicalassn.org

Welcome!
By Jim Pettway
Alton Coalter came to the May KPS meeting and,
after seeing just who we are, he joined. I saw Alton
leave the meeting with a handful of stamps he had
purchased from the club stock. From Oak Ridge, this
APS member has collected since he was a youngster.
Like most of us, he put his stamps aside for many
years, but has opened his albums again for some
serious collecting. Alton collects many countries but
is most interested in mint stamps and stationery of the
UN, Scandinavia, Philippines, Canada, and Cuba. He
also collects United States stamps.
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KPS and APS

President’s Column

In late May, the American Philatelic Society announced
the chapter newsletter awards for 2016. Knoxville
Philatelic Society News earned its 10th straight gold
medal in the annual competition – a new record.

A few years ago I bought a French stamp on eBay that
purported to be Scott #2. After three weeks, I had not
received the stamp so I
contacted the seller. He
replied that he had sent it as
a registered package and
would check with Canada
Post. A few days later a
person from Canada Post
phoned me and stated that a
claim had been submitted for
my lost item. She mentioned
that the package had been
received by US Customs,
and no additional information was available. She would
process the claim so that the dealer could refund my
money to me. Of course, the very next day the package
arrived, and I contacted Canada Post to cancel the claim.

Take a look at back issues of our club’s newsletter on
our web site – www.knoxstamps.com. I noted that the
second issue, May, 1982, featured a “Stamp of the
Month,” a continuing tradition to this day. The first
issue in April identified club members who had
volunteered to assist at the First Day Ceremony for the
Knoxville World’s Fair stamps on April 29. Thirty-five
years of successful newsletters have benefitted from
broad club support, with many members writing articles
and notes each year. Please share your interests with
fellow KPS members and contribute!
KPS is a chapter of the American Philatelic Society,
and in my most recent stamp room “reorganization,” I
came across our chapter certificate, dated July 31, 1981.

While you enjoy KPS and all its benefits, explore and
enjoy the many advantages of your current – or future –
APS membership!

Tom Broadhead

I sent the stamp to APEX for an expert opinion, and
received notification that it was counterfeit. I contacted the
seller for a refund, and he instructed me to return the
stamp with the certificate. I asked if he would refund the
cost of the expert opinion, which he refused to do, and I
informed him that I would send a scan of the certificate,
but he could not have the certificate because he had not
paid for it. This was agreed, so the item was returned and
my money refunded. (Note: most dealers will pay for an
unfavorable expert opinion, but it’s wise to ask before
making an expensive purchase.)
I found another France #2, and the seller insisted that I
send the stamp to an authority other than APEX for
certification. He suggested Roger Calves, well known to
French philatelists. I searched for his address on the
internet, but turned up his recent obituary instead!
Eventually the stamp was certified by J.F. Brun, who also
signed the stamp. I never did learn why the first stamp was
judged to be counterfeit (it looked pretty good to me).

Bob Ceo

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
June 6, 2017
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, June
6, 2017, for the regular monthly meeting. There were
36 members in attendance. President Bob Ceo called
the meeting to order at 7:00.

In the monthly program, the undersigned led a
discussion, “How I decide which stamp to purchase
next?”
Adjournment at 8:05.
Respectfully submitted,
John Smartt, secretary

Minutes from the June meeting were approved as
printed in the newsletter. Thomas Lane presented
the Treasurer’s report, which was approved as
presented. At the end of May, 2017, the club had cash
assets of $15,436. Receipts for the month were
$5,524, outgo was $4,904, for a net cash inflow of
$620.
It was moved and passed that the KnoxPEex 2018
theme be a celebration of the 100th. anniversary of
US airmail service. Tom Broadhead was presented
with the tenth annual Gold award from APS for the
chapter’s newsletter. Tom reminded the membership
that we need a person to handle online promotion for
KPS. Tom announced an effort to have a solar eclipse
cancel.
No formal decision was made on the December
holiday party, but we appear to be headed to
Lakeside Tavern, Concord, TN. A brief executive
board meeting will follow the membership meeting.
A motion passed to purchase 10 new exhibit frames
for $150 each at the Richmond, VA, APS show. Jim
Pettway described his program to place stamp
magazine issues in waiting rooms.
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Who says that stamp collecting is not active during
the summer? There aren’t many shows, but KPS had
a great turnout at the June 6 meeting, led by newly
elected KPS president, Bob Ceo.
John Smartt led a lively discussion about what we
would purchase next. It brought a flood of reminiscences from the youthful days of many: stamp ads
and approvals in Boy’s Life, gluing or using scotch
tape to mount stamps, counting the numbers of
stamps in our early collections, and also some
modern day serious thoughts.

Upcoming Events
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Dave Anderson, know.
July 4 – First Tuesday – but no KPS meeting.
Happy 4th of July.
July 11 – KPS monthly meeting, Program TBA
August 1 – KPS monthly meeting, Program TBA
August 3-6 – APS StampShow in Richmond, VA.
http://stamps.org
August 21 – Solar Eclipse celebration – plan to go to
Athens, Spring City, or Sweetwater to see it and
get a cachet.
August 29 – 5th Tuesday meeting – swap and shop!

Stamp of the Month
For a patriotic theme, this month’s
stamp is the 22 cent Statue of Liberty
centennial commemorative (Scott
2224) issued July 4, 1986. It was a
joint issue with France (Scott 2014),
the donor of the statue. These stamps
are a gift from Pat Goebel.

Return to Durbar Square
Kathmandu, Nepal
By Tom Broadhead
In 2006, I traveled to south Asia on a trip to recruit
students to attend The University of Tennessee. One
of the most fascinating places was the temple

followed for weeks, and the May 12 aftershock in the
same region also exceeded 7.0 on the Richter Scale.
Returning to Kathmandu in April, I saw – two years
after the quakes – the slow and deliberate process of
rebuilding. Piles of new brick were everywhere, and
large bundles of metal reinforcing “rebar,” also were
commonly seen. At the Durbar Square, the skyline
was markedly different than when I saw it in 2006.
Many of the temples and pagodas no longer existed,
and the before and after photos above at right show
sites of destroyed historic structures. The second two
photos show debris of some temples with others
intact. Almost all of the wood-constructed temples
have heavy wooden supports today, and some are not
yet safe to enter.

complex at the Durbar Square in Kathmandu, Nepal.
The distinctive square-sided, pagoda-like temples
dated to the mid 1500’s line the street, occupied by
pedestrians and motor scooters. In May 2017, I was
fortunate to return to Kathmandu on another
recruiting trip and was able to see Durbar Square
eleven years later, and two years after a devastating
earthquake.
Nepal is a developing country of almost 27 million
people living in 56,827 square miles, about the size
of Iowa. The northern part is in the Himalayas, and
Mount Everest (29,029 feet above sea level) is shared
by Nepal to the south and China to the north. Earthquakes are common occurrences in this area, and
earthquake safety is commemorated with a postal
issue each year – the one below in 2015.

On April 25, 2015, a massive earthquake, measuring
7.9 on the Richter Scale, located just northwest of the
capital, Kathmandu. In addition to massive damage to
structures, it triggered avalanches, one on Mount
Everest killed 21 climbers. Large aftershocks

Continued on page 4

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, July 11
Continued from page 3

It is difficult to say how long rebuilding of homes
and commercial structures, let alone religious
buildings, will take. There was not much philatelic
attention given to this disaster, but Thailand issued a
sheet of stamps, each with an accompanying label
(example below) to raise awareness in 2015.

Don’t Miss the Eclipse!
By Tom Broadhead
In last month’s KPS news, information was given
about the new Solar Eclipse stamp, which will be out
by the time you get this newsletter. The actual event
is on August 21, and an enterprising team of KPS
members is getting ready for it.
Bruce Roberts is leading the charge, which we hope
will be cancelled cachets, designed by Ralph
Dinwiddie, for three cities in East Tennessee that fall
in the path of totality during the eclipse: Athens,
Spring Hill, and Sweetwater. Ralph has designed the
postal cancel (below), which has been submitted to
postmasters in those cities, with the request to have
USPS approval for its use on that day.

KnoxPEx 2018 theme –
100th Anniversary of U.S. Airmail
By Tom Broadhead
It’s official! After a few months of thought, the KPS
membership voted at the June meeting to celebrate
the centennial of U.S. Airmail at KnoxPEx 2018.
Start thinking about what you would like to exhibit
related to our theme. The first U.S. airmails (Scott
C1-3) were issued in 1918 and included the famous
“Inverted Jenny” (C3a). A copy from position 28 of
the unique sheet
of 100 was sold
by the Robert A.
Siegel Galleries
on February 28
this
year
for
$330,000.
Visit
the Siegel web
page featuring the
sale and history. If
you are or know
the lucky new owner, please encourage exhibiting it
at KnoxPEx!
https://siegelauctions.com/2017/1147/1147.pdf

In the News!
By Tom Broadhead
Last month’s KPS News featured a note by Jim
Pettway, encouraging members to leave copies of
philatelic publications with KPS promotional notes at
doctors’ offices and other businesses with waiting
rooms. Now his suggestion is shared in the philatelic
press, published in the June issue of The American
Philatelist (p. 524) and in the June 12 issue of Linn’s
Stamp News (p. 8). Thanks for the great idea, Jim.

Useful USPS Links
By Jim Pettway

Others, including Bruce, Ralph, Bob Ceo, and Lori
Williams are planning on being at those cities to sell
cachets. This is a great opportunity to promote our
club and our hobby. Bruce has previous experience,
dating back to the 1983 Tennessee Valley Authority
issue. Who knows, we may be the only philatelic
game in town at these places that day.

Have you visited the USPS website lately? I found
some useful informational links. Check them out!
Tips for Collecting Stamps http://about.usps.com/publications/pub192.pdf
Women on Stamps http://about.usps.com/publications/pub512.pdf
Veterans and the Military on Stamps http://about.usps.com/publications/pub528.pdf
The Art of Stamp Collecting http://about.usps.com/publications/pub225.pdf
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I’ll take Stamp Collecting for $1000, Alex!

President’s Column

Jeopardy has been one of my favorite tv shows for
decades, and I remember also visiting my grandparents
during show time. Nothing was to be said, except at
commercials, unless you wanted to be shushed. Most
weeknights, my goal is to be home by 7:30 to watch,
play along, and yell at contestants for missing obvious
(to me) questions.

Recently I bought a lovely unused set of pictorial stamps
from Newfoundland (Scott 145-159). As I was mounting
the stamps in my album, I noticed that the 5c stamp had no
gum. This stamp is slate green and features a steam
locomotive pulling a passenger train. Its caption states
EXPRESS CROSSING NEWFOUNDLAND.

What a treat it is to have the occasional philatelic
category, and mid-July offered a category in the regular
part of the show. What? Stamp collecting isn’t worth
the big dollars in Double Jeopardy? The category
remained untouched until the end of the round, and I
was ready with my camera phone to capture every
answer! Here they are. Questions are on page 4.

Looking closely, I saw that the stamp had been cancelled
in red at right, but was faded and barely visible. However,
the rest of the set is
unused, so I decided
to replace it. I asked
my wife if she had an
unused #149, and she
thought she did, but
no . . . hers also was
gumless and gently
cancelled. I purchased
another on the internet, but this one too had been used.
The stamp is not particularly scarce, but is of particular
interest to me because of its back story. My friend Mary
had been born in Newfoundland, and her father was the
engineer of that very train. Mary referred to herself as a
“goofy Newfie,” and explained that Newfoundlanders are
famous for their quirky sense of humor. According to
Mary, the locals had wryly nicknamed the train “the
Newfoundland Bullet” because it was not an express train
at all, but rather a local train that took all day to rattle to
and fro across the tiny country. Mary told me that she
would ride in the caboose with her friends on rainy days,
playing Monopoly, and the conductor would feed them
lunch.

They dignified our hobby with a “Daily Double”
question for $800, but the contestant, alas, missed it.

No doubt that we all have stamps in our collections that
are precious to us, not because they’re particularly
valuable, but because of the stories they tell or the
memories that they evoke. This stamp always makes me
smile and reminds me of my old friend Mary.

Tom Broadhead

Bob Ceo

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
July 11, 2017
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday, July
11, 2017, for the regular monthly meeting. President
Bob Ceo called the meeting to order at 7:00.

Minutes from the June meeting were approved as
printed in the newsletter. Beyond that, it appears as
though no minutes of the meeting were taken.
Following the business meeting, members enjoyed
shopping from the KPS stock. There was no program.
Adjournment at approximately 7:30.

Saturday KPS Meeting
KPS members gathered at Peace Lutheran Church on
June 24 for a Saturday swap and shop meeting.
Photos below and at right show members doing what
stamp collectors do best – buy and collect stamps!
Thanks to Jim Pettway for the photos.

KPS News Gets APS Award
The KPS Newsletter
received its 10th gold
award
from the
American Philatelic
Society, and APS
representative, Jim
Pettway (right) presented the recognition certificate to
KPS editor, Tom
Broadhead at the
June KPS meeting.

Upcoming Events
The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.
Annual dues are $15.00.
KPS Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors

Bob Ceo
Dave Anderson
Dave Anderson
Thomas Lane
John Smartt
Mike Downs, Maria Javier,
Jim Pettway, Ray Simko
APS Representative Jim Pettway
& KPS communications jbpettway@comcast.net
APS Ambassador
Tom Broadhead

Requests for information and submissions of
articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the
newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead,
KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422
– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com.

If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Dave Anderson, know.
August 1 – KPS monthly meeting, Program TBA
August 3-6 – APS StampShow in Richmond, VA.
http://stamps.org
August 21 – Solar Eclipse celebration – plan to go to
Athens, Spring City, or Sweetwater to see it and
get a cachet.
August 29 – 5th Tuesday meeting – swap and shop!
September 5 – KPS monthly meeting, Program TBA
September 23 – KPS Saturday meeting, swap and
shop, place and time TBA

Stamp of the Month
This month’s stamp is a pictorial definitive of France
showing the Mediterranean port of Nice (Scott 776).
The 10 franc denominated
stamp, issued in 1955, is
part of a set of seven
stamps showing scenes of
France. These are a gift
from Pat Goebel.

The Great American Eclipse
By Ralph Dinwiddie
On August 21st, the United States will be treated to a
special astronomical event, a total eclipse of the sun.
The path of totality will stretch from the Pacific coast
of Oregon, across the nation, to the Atlantic coast of
South Carolina. Fortunately, residents of Knoxville
will only have to travel a short distance south to
experience this phenomenon. Driving south down I75 the 71-mile-wide swath of totality begins just
north of Farragut and extends south of Cleveland,
TN. On this stretch of highway between Sweetwater
and Athens, totality will last for about two and a half
minutes.
Downtown Knoxville is just outside the total eclipse
path, but about 99.88% of the sun will be covered,
resulting in a spectacular partial eclipse. Knox county
schools have cancelled classes for the day so students
can enjoy this event. In Knoxville, the eclipse will
begin around 1:04 PM with the moon appearing to
touch the upper right edge of the sun. The maximum
coverage of the sun will occur at 2:34 PM and the
partial eclipse ends at 3:58 PM with the moon
separating just above the left edge of the sun. The
back of the sheet of US stamps shows the path of the
eclipse (at right). To see an interactive map showing
the eclipse details for any address go to the website,
https://tinyurl.com/32b2vn (Note: all times on this
website are universal time, so subtract 4 hours for
EDT).
On June 20th, the USPS released a special stamp
(above right) to commemorate the eclipse. What
makes this stamp extra special is its printed with
thermochromic ink, which changes color when
heated to approximately 84°F. At room temperature,
the stamp shows a view of a total eclipse with a black
moon covering the sun and surrounded by the corona.
When the stamp is warmed, the surface of the moon
becomes visible. While this is the first time the USPS
has used this ink, other countries have issued stamps
with the special thermochromic ink before (see
https://tinyurl.com/yclo2q82).
A list of other countries which have issued solar
eclipse stamps is too long to include in this article,
but dozens of examples are shown on the website
http://www.fpsci.com/stamps.html. In addition to the
USPS, Guernsey Post also just issued series of 6
Alderney stamps celebrating the 2017 solar eclipse.
Alderney is one of the Channel Islands, with an area
of only 3 square miles. Coincidently, these stamps
are also printed using thermochromic ink (see Linn’s
Stamp News, July 24, 2017).

The Knoxville Philatelic Society is sponsoring a
special cancel to be applied at post offices in Athens,
Sweetwater and Spring City, TN, on the day of the
Eclipse. In addition, KPS will be selling cachets
franked with the new eclipse stamp and cancelled in
each of these small Tennessee towns. There will be a
very limited supply of these covers, so be sure to
purchase yours before they’re gone.

Please remember while viewing the eclipse, the
ultraviolet light from the sun’s surface is so intense it
will cause irreversible damage to your eyes if
appropriate viewing equipment is not used.
Disposable eclipse sunglasses can be purchased
online for less than $2 each if purchased in quantities
of 5 or more (see eBay, Amazon, etc.).

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, August 1
KPS Members Help Out with Stamp
Acquisitions
By Bruce Roberts
KPS members have been helping get more stamps into
our inventory. Two work days were held at Bruce
Roberts’s house, attended by 7 KPS members on July
19 and 20.

(see article at left) for KPS members to buy. He was
also as the coordinator of the “Nickel Books” part of the
KPS inventory – lugging large albums to KPS meetings,
along with his own. Stu has supported KPS as one of
our most acquisitive worldwide collectors. He never is
at a loss to find more stamps for his many country
collections. The photo below at left is a scene that we
will all miss – Stu camped out at his favorite table,
pouring over our new acquisitions.

It’s a Small World
By Pat Goebel
Our club usually has a Show & Tell at the meeting
following KnoxPEx. I wasn’t able to attend, but have an
exciting experience to “tell.”

Those helping get stamps organized and mounted
included Mike Downs, Nick Stone, John Smartt,
Brent Marquand, and Dennis Traylor. Also assisting
was Jirina Stone (not pictured). The group worked on
recent donations to KPS as well as remaining fragments
from various purchases made this spring.

Adieu, Stu!
By Tom Broadhead
It’s always sad to see a KPS member leave town, and
even more so for a person who has been a great friend
and member for many years. Stu Hanlein and his wife
are in the midst of a move to North Carolina, and we
may no longer be seeing him at KPS meetings.

While sitting at the KnoxPEx youth table talking to
Randy Haese, a man stopped by and stared at a bundle
of envelopes. I turned them over to show the stamps in
the envelopes. He said “no,” turned them over, and said
“that’s my old stamp dealer.” The envelope read L.E.
Kauffman, Mount Prospect, IL. Dad (my father-in-law)
was that dealer.
Our club member, Steve Schmidt, knew Dad and used
to stop by to shop on his way from high school classes
to work at a weekly newspaper in Mt. Prospect. Steve
went into the service 1970-1973. During that time
Dad’s store was robbed and the store closed. The
thieves went thru the roof of the store above him,
through their floor, and dropped down into Dad’s store,
circumventing the alarms on his door and windows.
Dad continued to work out of his house in Arlington
Heights, IL, until his death in 1994, of which Steve was
not aware. He just knew when he got out of the service
and went looking, he had lost his dealer.
Dad had monitored the stamp trade magazines and had
a pretty good idea who robbed him. He was told by the
police they could do nothing as stamps do not have
serial numbers. Dad protested that some of these were
so rare only a few dealers in the country had them. But
the police would do nothing. Case closed - move on.
Dad never discussed the robbery after that. When I
married his son, Mike in 1977, I never knew about the
robbery until Dad’s death in 1994. I had just assumed
he always worked out of his house.

Jeopardy Questions (from page 1)
Stu has served KPS in many ways, including two years
as president of our club. Recently, he has been an active
participant in the Stamp Acquisition Committee,
investing many hours sorting and cataloging stamps

$200 – What is a “commemorative?”
$400 – What is a “cancel?”
$600 – What are “lighthouses?”
$800 – What is “par avion?”
$1000 – What is “first day of issue?”
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Keeping Up with U.S. Stamps

President’s Column

A majority of KPS members collect U.S. stamps, and
what could be more 21st century than a “Stamp App” for
your phone or tablet? If you find that you’re not spending
enough time browsing and learning about U.S. stamps,
this is for you.

Several years ago I was working a two-month stint at a
Russian industrial complex in Novouralsk, a closed city.
For security reasons we were not allowed to wander around
the city, but every two weeks we got a weekend of R&R in
Ekaterinburg. This is not exactly a tourist hot spot, so after
the first weekend retreat I was looking for something to do.
Naturally I asked our host if there was a stamp dealer I could
visit. There was not, but our chauffeur did me one better –
he took me to the weekly meeting of the Railway Workers’
Stamp Club. At the meeting, members were either
swapping stamps or simply selling them to each other. I
made several purchases at
really reasonable prices. Two
weeks later I returned for
more, only to be told, “On your
first visit, you were a guest.
Now you must join the club.”
The annual dues were 500
rubles as I recall, or about 10c
at the current exchange rate, so
of course I joined.

At StampShow in Richmond, the USPS handed out cards
shaped like cell phones advertising its new product.
Available from http://usps.com, Apple’s App Store, and
Google Play, the Stamp App is priced at a modest $9.99.
The app promises the ability
to “browse the entire USPS
stamp archive from the first
issues of 1847 to the final
issues of 2017.” It has
features to create your own
stamp
inventory,
with
individual condition and
values. You can create wish
lists based on archive
information and share your
interests through email or
social media. Moreover, your
inventory information can be exported fo XML, Excel,
or Plain Text formats. Is this for you? If anyone buys it,
please plan to give a report at a KPS meeting!
October is Stamp Collecting Month! If you plan to keep
up with U.S. stamps or any other part of your collection,
please plan to buy and sell at the KPS live auction on
Tuesday, October 3. A copy of the auction form and
instructions was previously emailed to you and is
included here. Bring two copies of your completed form
with your lots to sell – plan to arrive early, so we can start
the auction on time. Stamps, covers, supplies – you name
it, we’ll auction it. All proceeds go to the owner!

Noticing that I had real money
to spend, one of the members gave me his address and
phone number so we could do additional business. We had
a nice time drinking Armenian cognac and looking at
stamps (Scott B31 at left). I expressed surprise at his low
prices and showed him prices in my Scott catalogue. He was
aghast at Scott’s values, and begged me not to show anyone
else my catalogue. He explained that none of them could
afford the hobby at open-market prices. I was allowed to
buy at their prices; that is, in pre-inflation rubles. I picked
up many classic issues at pennies on the dollar, and when
we concluded our deal he gave me a large box full of MNH
Soviet Union stamps, virtually complete 1960–1990 issues,
as a gift. I ended up with a pretty nice collection for a
modest price, and had many hours of enjoyment in the
process.

Tom Broadhead

Bob Ceo

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
August 1, 2017
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday,
August 1, 2017, for the regular monthly meeting.
There were 40 members and one guest in attendance.
President Bob Ceo called the meeting to order at 7:00.
Thomas Lane presented the Treasurer’s report. At the
end of July, the club had cash assets of $18,298.
Receipts for the month were $3,959, expenses were
$1,789, for a net positive cash flow of $2,171. The
Treasurer’s report was approved as presented.

Smartt announced that he would lead the program
with a discussion in September about “what will
happen to my collection when I’m gone.” Assistance
with inherited stamps might be added to the website as
a KPS service.
There was no program nor board of directors meeting
as there was little to decide and the membership was
intent on stamp purchasing and trading.
Adjournment at 7:40.
Respectfully submitted,
John Smartt, secretary

There were no motions proposed. Bob Smith reported
that KnoxPEx is short on dealer table rentals and is
working on the issue. Dave Warfel announced that
donated postal supplies will be auctioned off at the
October meeting. Wes Hayes announced additional
organization in the nickel stamps for sale.
Bruce Roberts asked for a show of hands from
members who would be interested in purchasing a
KPS solar eclipse cachet. Tom Broadhead reported
that the USPS had approved the eclipse cancels,
designed by Ralph Dinwiddie, for Athens and Spring
City, but not Sweetwater, TN
.

Lori Williams (aka Philatelic Lori) suggested that
KPS should have a business card. Members noted that
uses could include posting in libraries and providing
cards to postal employees (who often are quizzed
regarding inherited stamp collections). John
The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.
Annual dues are $15.00.
KPS Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors

Bob Ceo
Dave Anderson
Dave Anderson
Thomas Lane
John Smartt
Mike Downs, Maria Javier,
Jim Pettway, Ray Simko
APS Representative Jim Pettway
& KPS communications jbpettway@comcast.net
APS Ambassador
Tom Broadhead

Requests for information and submissions of articles
and short notes of philatelic interest for the
newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead, KPS,
P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422 – or by
e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com.

The July KPS meeting had another great attendance, and,
absent a program, members got to spend almost three
hours of quality time buying stamps. Dan Hubbard and
Mike Downs (left and center) took some time to examine
a challenging example, and Fred Young (right) headed
back to the table with a red box full of potential buys.

Upcoming Events
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Dave Anderson, know.
August 29 – 5th Tuesday meeting – swap and shop!
September 5 – KPS monthly meeting, Program
“What will happen to my collection when I’m
gone” discussion led by John Smartt
September 23 – KPS Saturday meeting, swap and
shop, 10-2 at Powell Presbyterian church
October 3 – Stamp Collecting month and KPS live
auction

Stamp of the Month
Looking ahead to KnoxPEx 2018, where we will
celebrate the centennial of U.S. air mail, this month’s
stamp is an air mail stamp. The 7 cent U.S. coil (Scott
C52) is perforated 10 horizontally and was issued July
31, 1958 – the day before the domestic airmail rate per
ounce increased from 6 cents.
Thanks go to Pat Goebel for the
gift of these stamps.

StampShow 2017
By Tom Broadhead

Broadhead helped to identify worthy lots, of which 7
were purchased.

An intrepid group of Knoxville area KPS members
drove and flew to Richmond, VA, for the American
Philatelic Society’s summer show – StampShow.
There, we met up with some of our “out of town”
members who were there on official business, Mick
Zais, APS President; Scott English, APS Executive
Director, and Vera Felts, American Topical
Association Executive Director.
The show venue was the attractive Richmond
Convention Center, which was convenient to many of
our hotels. There were more than 100 booths with
dealers, postal agencies, and auction houses – there
had to be something for any philatelic need. Exhibits
numbered 158, including competitive adult and youth,
and several noncompetitive ones, including a featured
US C3a – the inverted Jenny air mail of 1918.

Bob Ceo (left) and Bob Smith (right) invested time to check
catalog and retail values of many US and foreign auction
lots.

Thomas Lane worked on auction lots, but also took
time to volunteer for the APS Stamp Buddy outreach
program (below left) and got his copy of One-Cent
Magenta autographed by author and New York Times
journalist, James Barron (below right)

View of much of the bourse, with the USPS booth at center
background and part of the exhibits at upper right.

APS President, Mick Zais (left) presided over the APS
member meeting and town hall, among other events. APS
Executive Director, Scott English (right) emceed the first
day ceremony for the United Nations “Silk Road”
commemoratives. A modern day “Silk Road” series of trade
routes is being coordinated by China. Marco Polo would be
amazed.

Shopping for collections offered by Harmer-Schau
auctions was a priority to add to the great KPS
inventory. Stamp Acquisition Committee members,
Thomas Lane and Bob Smith spent most of the show
pouring over collections and bidding at the live
auction. Periodic help by Bob Ceo and a little by Tom

The USPS had a booth, which allowed visitors to
create personal postcards with images from the new
pollinators stamps and also take a virtual reality tour
of the pollinators, eclipse, and upcoming sharks
stamps (Tom Broadhead, below left). Exhibits were
many and varied in subject matter, and it was worth a
stroll to see some spectacular examples (Lori
Williams, below right).
1

continued on page 4

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, September 5
continued from page 3

Several societies and organizations, including APS
and ATA had booths, and the big news item is that
both of those organizations will meet together for their
annual meetings next summer in Columbus, OH. Start
saving and planning for a great show!

I had to throw in a photo of my favorite exhibit item
(left column, below). It is from the Court of Honors
exhibit “U.S. Special Handling 1925-1959: The
Stamps & The Service” by Robert G. Rufe. This
package was mailed with a 1½ cent Martha
Washington prexie and a 10 cent John Tyler prexie,
along with a 10 cent special handling stamp. Imagine
opening a box, shipped from Florida to Indiana with a
small, but probably upset and snapping baby alligator!

New KPS Stock from StampShow
By Bruce Roberts

Vera Velts, ATA Executive Director had a booth full of
resources for current and aspiring topical collectors.

Shopping for stamps and covers is goal number 1 at a
stamp show, and all of us enjoyed combing dealers’
stocks to fill our want lists.

Gerald Schroedl (left) and Ralph Dinwiddie (right) were
busy shopping from dealers.

Thomas Lane, Robert Smith and Bob Ceo
represented KPS at the Harmer Schau auction in
Richmond August 4-5 2017 and to great affect! They
purchased three US lots and 4 foreign lots for just at
$8,000 total. One of the US lots was all Postage Due
material and will fill many spaces in our members’
albums. The most memorable foreign lot is a
worldwide lot in 102 cards that fills three cartons and
has 5,000 new stamps and sets that have already begun
their way into our red box inventory. Another foreign
lot is stacks of stock books loaded with goodies.

The first fruits of these purchases will appear at the
5th Tuesday meeting August 29, with more available
by September 5th. We all owe our three SAC member
“heroes” a real pat on the back when next we see them!

Help Wanted
KPS is a volunteer organization, and there are always
more volunteers needed for specific tasks.
Online Communication Coordinator – we need
someone to handle promotion for the club and show in
online local area sites.
Newsletter Articles – don’t be shy! Please write about
your interests and discoveries to share with other KPS
members.
Shipping box for a live baby alligator!
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It’s Stamp Collecting Month!

President’s Column

What are your plans to celebrate October – Stamp
Collecting Month. KPS is ready to help you.

Lori and I recently saw the new film “Dunkirk.” It was
particularly significant to me because of my interest in
the philately of World War II France.
Anyone who has even a passing interest in modern
history is well aware of the “Miracle of Dunkirk” in the
spring of 1940. The British mobilized virtually anything
that could float to evacuate more than 330,000 Allied
soldiers, trapped on the shores of the English Channel.
The evacuation took 10 days and saved the troops from
capture or death.

Nicaragua 1946 memorial to President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt as a stamp collector (Scott 695)

This month’s cachet features what may become a
modern rarity – the coil version of the Father Theodore
Hesburgh stamp. The USPS only printed two million in
this format – far fewer than the number typical of a
commemorative stamp. The sheet stamps of this design
are more common. Furthermore, the coils will not be
available in post offices, so any purchases have to be
made by ordering from USPS.
Last month, you received your official solar eclipse
cancelled cachet with the September newsletter, and
KPS has small cachets available for purchase –
including Sweetwater, TN, which did not use Ralph
Dinwiddie’s great cancel design. Jim Pettway has
emailed you the purchase information.
Don’t forget the KPS live auction at the October
monthly meeting. Bring your lots to sell and get ready
to bid. And, don’t forget to check the KPS web page –
www.knoxstamps.com – for announcements and the
KPS stamp inventory on the Market Place tab.

Tom Broadhead

After the Allied evacuation, the German occupation of
northern France
followed quickly.
The Wehrmacht
commandant who
administered the
Dunkirk region
authorized
the
sale of overprinted stamps to mark their victory, and the stamps
were available for a few weeks only. The overprint
reads “Besetztes Gebiet Nordfrankreich” (Occupied
Area Northern France).
The overprint was too wide to fit on a single definitive
stamp, so it was applied to pairs of definitives (only
10,000 of the example shown above) before the stamps
were sold. It was also applied to mail that had already
been franked with un-overprinted stamps, and upon
request to any stamps that residents brought in to the
post office. As with any overprinted issues, especially
scarce ones, forgeries exist.
It strikes me as odd that any French citizen would
actually want to buy such humiliating items, but
apparently some did. In fact, philatelic covers bearing
the overprinted stamps were prepared and preserved.

Bob Ceo

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
September 5, 2017
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on
Tuesday, September 5, 2017, for the regular monthly
meeting. There were 32 members and two guests in
attendance. Vice President Dave Anderson called the
meeting to order at 7:00.
Thomas Lane presented the Treasurer’s report. At
the end of August, the club had cash assets of
$11,234. Receipts for the month were $3,555,
expenses were $10,618, including purchases at
Richmond, for a net negative cash flow of $7,063.
The Treasurer’s report was approved as presented.
Bruce Roberts made a motion, passed, to use the
$500 plus additional net proceeds from the sale of
eclipse cachets to purchase a new, faster, color
printer for Ralph Dinwiddie’s newsletter and cachet
printings.
Tom Broadhead requested a volunteer to help with
online media listings of club meetings and KnoxPEx.
A request was included in the September KPS news.
Jim Pettway announced that the APS is offering a
discounted $35 annual membership for this year and
next. Ralph Dinwiddie reported that work is
underway on the KnoxPEx 2018 cachet and postal
cancel design. It was reported that KnoxPEx chair,
Bob Smith has lined up a corporate sponsor for the
show. Bruce Roberts is working on dealers for the
bourse.
The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.
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KPS Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
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Jim Pettway, Ray Simko
APS Representative Jim Pettway
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Requests for information and submissions of
articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the
newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead,
KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422
– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com.

John Smartt led a spirited discussion centered on
“what will happen to my collection when I’m gone.”
Adjournment at 7:55.
Respectfully submitted,
John Smartt, secretary

Mission Accomplished!
By Tom Broadhead
A several months’ goal, going back to May, was to
produce a cachet and postal cancel to celebrate the
August 21 solar eclipse. Several nearby towns were in
the path of totality. Add to that a new goal to have our
September newsletter mailed on that date from one of
the post offices that had adopted Ralph Dinwiddie’s
pictorial cancel.
Bruce Roberts took
on the task to deliver
our cachets to Athens
and Spring City. At
Athens, Bruce was
able to hand cancel (at
work, at right) all of
our 142 news-letters
and entrust them to
the postmaster for
later mailing to us.

Golden Tongs Challenge!
From Nick Stone – previous Golden Tongs winner
M, L, and B-M set up the L P, but who arranged the G
P? Hint: 2 U.S. stamps. Email your answers to Tom
Broadhead – tomwb50@aol.com.

Upcoming Events
If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Dave Anderson, know.
October 3 – Stamp Collecting month and KPS live
auction
October 31 – KPS 5th Tuesday meeting – swap and
shop
November 7 – KPS monthly meeting (7:00) and
board meeting (6:00). Program “Pick Your
Poison” by Steve Stow

Stamp of the Month
This month’s feature article
is about an exhibit at the
McClung
Museum
of
Natural History and Culture
at The University of
Tennessee. McClung is a
Smithsonian Institution affiliate, and this month’s
stamp is the 1946 U.S. Smithsonian centennial issue
(Scott 943). These stamps are a gift from Tom
Broadhead.

Northwest Coast Indian Art on Stamps
By Gerald F. Schroedl
The exhibition, “Northwest Coast Art: A Community
of Tradition” is now on display at the McClung
Museum of Natural History and Culture on the
University of Tennessee campus. The exhibition
features more than 75 objects, photographs, and
prints of Northwest Coast Native Americans and First
Peoples art from the museum’s collections and
borrowed from private individuals and other
institutions. I have had the great pleasure of curating
this exhibition and working with friends and many
museums that lent important objects. It is the first
exhibit of Pacific Northwest Coast Indian Art in the
southeastern US.
American Indian and First Nations peoples crafted
spectacular art, examples of which can be seen on a
variety of United States and Canadian stamps and
that can be seen at the McClung Museum until March
4, 2018.
Northwest coast native peoples and their art are the
subjects of both
Canadian and United
States stamps. One
of the first issued
was
the
1953
Canadian one dollar
stamp (Scott 321),
showing a Haida
house with a portal
entrance totem pole.
One
of
several
different kinds of
totem poles, this one
has an arrangement
of
animal
crest
carvings that tell the
history of the connections between the house’s
residents and these spirit figures.
Totem poles are surely the
most iconic and recognizable
symbol of the native people
of the Northwest Coast.
Examples of other stamps
featuring totem poles include
the 1967 U.S Airmail
commemorating the 100th
year anniversary of the
Alaska purchase (Scott C70)
and the cachet design of a
fiftieth territorial anniversary
first day cover in 1937 (Scott 800 – above right).

Northwest coast peoples also constructed large
seagoing canoes from the massive trees of the Pacific
coast forests. A Haida example, embellished with a
bear crest figure and highly stylized image of a killer
whale is shown at
left on one of the
1970 US 6 cent
Natural
History
stamps
(Scott
1389). Featured on
one of the Art
Canada
stamps
(Scott 1602, at right) is one of the country’s most
famous sculptures, “The
Spirit of Haida Gwaii”
(Haida Gwaii is the
former name of the
Queen Charlotte Islands
and the homeland of the
Haida people) rendered
by one of its most
famous twentieth century artists Bill Reid
(1920-1998) who was a
Haida Gwaii. Two
slightly different versions of this massive 11 by 12 by
20 foot sculpture are at the Canadian embassy in
Washington, D.C., and at the Vancouver, British
Columbia, International Airport. The McClung
museum exhibition is fortunate to include a Bill Reid
gold bracelet along with the works of several other
important contemporary native artists.
Northwest Coast peoples are also known for their
elaborate dances, feasts, and ceremonies, including
potlatches and winter ceremonials in which the
participants wear elaborate masks and regalia.
Examples are seen on the 15 cent U.S Indian Art
issue of 1980 (Scott 1834-1837) showing Bella
Coola, Bella Bella, and two Tlingit masks; on the
1995 America Indian Dance stamp (Scott 3075); and
on the 1974 Canadian 8 cent Indians of the Pacific
Coast se-tenant pair (Scott 573a) (shown on page 4).
continued on page 4

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, October 3
continued from page 3

US Scott 1834-1837 and US Scott 3075

KPS member, Gerald Schroedl, professor emeritus of
anthropology and curator of the exhibit “Northwest Coast
Art: A Community of Tradition.”

People I Have Known Featured on
Stamps
By Bruce Roberts
Last year, I noted in our KPS newsletter (February
2016) a stamp showing Edmund Hillary and
recounted my experience in meeting the famous
mountaineer. Now, a second
person I have known, Father
Theodore Hesburgh, has been
honored on a US stamp (at left),
which has brought your mailed
newsletter to you!

Canada Scott 573a

A Tlingit War Helmut, a Chilkat Tlingit robe, and a
Kwakiutl Cannibal Mask Dancer are beautifully hand
colored on a Fred Collins first day cover of the US 37
cent, Tlingit Sculpture stamp (Scott 3873c - below).

Parking and admission for visitors at the McClung
Museum of Natural History and Culture on the UT
campus are free – http://mcclungmuseum.utk.edu.

Father Hesburgh was the president
of Notre Dame University in South
Bend Indiana when I was there in
the 1960’s as a graduate student in
chemistry. The Notre Dame graduate program had
several nuns working on both master’s and Ph.D.
degrees; many of them were teachers in Catholic high
schools and colleges, and were working to increase
their education. One night I was working late in the
lab, along with one of the nuns. At about 11:40 PM
she said “Oh goodness, it is nearly time for midnight
Mass” and asked if I would like to come to the Mass.
(You need to know that I am not Catholic, but often
attended Catholic services at Notre Dame). I agreed
and we went to a chapel. There were about a dozen
nuns and me in the group. At midnight, the priest
walked in. It was Father Hesburgh. He looked at me
and asked “Do you want to serve?” I explained that I
had never been trained as an acolyte, and was
actually not even Catholic, but he said “Don’t worry,
I’ll show you what to do!” Thus it became my great
honor to serve Mass with Father Hesburgh.
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Congratulations!

President’s Column

There is a lot of news to share this month. American
Philatelic Society president,
Mick Zais, a KPS member,
has been nominated by
President Trump to become
Deputy
Secretary
of
Education. Mick has a
distinguished
career
in
education, including serving
as South Carolina Superintendent of Education. Mick
has brought a lot of energy to
the APS and will step down
as president, if confirmed. His philatelic leadership will
be missed. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mick_Zais
The Father Theodore Hesburgh coil stamp, which was
featured on last month’s cachet may become a modern
rarity. The Scott New Listings section of Linn’s Stamp
News, October 16, 2017, values the stamp (Scott 5242)
at the typical $1.00 MNH and $0.25 used – but the plate
number single is priced used at $3.00. Check your
newsletter cachet to see if you have the plate number.
Mark your calendars for the KPS Holiday Dinner on
Saturday, December 9. Lori Williams (aka Philatelic
Lori on our FaceBook page) has made arrangements for
our group at Swifty’s Atomic Bar and Grill, 119 S
Illinois Ave, Oak Ridge, TN 37830. More details will
be available at the November KPS monthly meeting.
Check out Swifty’s web page for information about
options for our lunch – www.swiftysbarandgrill.com.
We’ll have the customary gift exchange – valued at not
more than $5.00. Use your imagination – the gift can be
philatelic or nonphilatelic. There’s usually a good
balance of both,

Before we travel, we always look through our stamp
collection to pick out various sites and monuments that
we’d like to see. Our trip to Italy was no exception. I
wanted to visit a small town in Puglia, in the heel of
Italy’s “boot” where my grandparents were born, but
knew very little about the region, so we began
collecting and studying the stamps of Italy.

KPS is still very much in need of a volunteer to step up
to handle online publicity for the club and KnoxPEx.

Tom Broadhead

Italy is a much younger country than ours. Before 1860,
what we now know as Italy did not exist. The peninsula
was made up of a group of small, weak kingdoms that
routinely suffered invasion from larger neighbors.
Garibaldi is given credit for binding those kingdoms
together as a single nation for mutual defense.
When we arrived in Grumo Appula (literally, a “lump
of earth”), we visited the town hall where the clerk
produced my grandparents’ birth certificates. At a local
church, we were able to get their marriage records, too.
Interestingly, the civic documents were written in
Italian but the ecclesiastic ones were written in Latin.
We asked about my great-grandparents, but those
records were archived in Naples, because they had been
born in the Kingdom of Two Sicilies before Italy
existed.
The stamp is taken from the 1950
set called Italia al Lavoro (Italy at
Work). It shows a woman with a
basket of grapes on her head,
standing in front of Castel del
Monte in Puglia. The stamp is
captioned La Vendemmia, and is
one of my favorites. We arranged
our trip to Puglia to include a visit
to that castle at the peak of grape
harvest. We even drank a glass of
wine while we were there!

Bob Ceo

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
October 3, 2017
The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday,
October 3, 2017, for a brief meeting of members before
the annual auction. There were 38 members in
attendance. Vice President Dave Anderson called the
meeting to order at 7:00.
Minutes from the last meeting, previously published, in
the newsletter were accepted without change. Thomas
Lane presented the Treasurer’s report. At the end of
September, the club had cash assets of $14,410.
Receipts for the month were $4,189, expenses were
$1,014, for a net cash inflow of $3,175. The Treasurer’s
report was approved as presented.
The auction (below and at right) began at 6:50 PM and
was concluded at 8:10 PM. More than 100 lots were
placed up for bids. Paying out by winners followed.
Respectfully submitted,
John Smartt, secretary

Photos from the KPS annual Stamp Collecting Month
auction, by of Jim Pettway and Don Ashley. At lower
left, the eager crowd waiting to start bidding. Above left,
Stu Hanlein, soon to be moving away, Stu Hanlein made
a final appearance displaying a lot as auction chief. Above
right, Bruce Roberts describes a lot, soon to be sold.

KPS Live Auction Results
By Thomas Lane
Knoxville Philatelic Society annual members auction
was held at the October 3rd meeting. There were almost
40 members present with 28 of them taking bidder
numbers. Sixteen members and KPS itself entered a
total of 131 lots. Bruce Roberts and Steve Schmidt
started the auction a few minutes before 7PM and were
very efficient so that the auction was over a little after
8PM. Sixty-seven lots were sold to 19 bidders. The total
sales were $1,075.45 with $206.00 going to KPS and
the rest to members.

Upcoming Events
The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.
Annual dues are $15.00.
KPS Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors

Bob Ceo
Dave Anderson
Dave Anderson
Thomas Lane
John Smartt
Mike Downs, Maria Javier,
Jim Pettway, Ray Simko
APS Representative Jim Pettway
& KPS communications jbpettway@comcast.net
APS Ambassador
Tom Broadhead

Requests for information and submissions of
articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the
newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead,
KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422
– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com.

If you have a program to give at a KPS meeting, let vice
president and program chair, Dave Anderson, know.
November 7 – KPS monthly meeting (7:00) and
board meeting (6:00). Program – “Pick Your
Poison,” by Steve Stow
December 5 – KPS monthly meeting (7:00). Program
– “Teaching a Course on Stamps,” by Tom
Broadhead
December 9 – KPS Holiday Dinner at Swifty’s in
Oak Ridge – see information on page 1.

Stamp of the Month
This month’s feature article is Tom Broadhead’s
family history, and this
month’s stamp is the
American Bar Association, 75th anniversary
stamp of 1953 (Scott
1022).
Tom’s
greatgrandfather’s brother was
the first president of the ABA. These stamps are a gift
from Tom.

Tracing Family History with Stamps
By Tom Broadhead
Over the last several years, I have seen references to
using stamps to depict a person’s family. Now that I
am doing just that, I’m having a difficult time finding
references. But a search online has turned up just a
few, including www.nefed.org/rips/online-exhibits/
peasepostalhistory.pdf and http://inkandadventure.
blogspot.com/2013/09/a-family-history-in-postagestamps.html. I know there are more.

That design had previously been proposed for the 30
cent value (Scott 121-E1) of the U.S. 1869 definitive
series and exists as an essay (Scott 121-E1).

My great grandfather, Garland Carr Broadhead
(below) was a geologist, and I’m fortunate to have a
bound volume of his
published papers. In 1910, he
pursued
a
study
of
Broadhead family genealogy, tracing us back to
England in the 17th century.
Today, it’s easy to find
family information online
going
back
a
few
generations.
The American connection, though, begins during the
reign of King George III and the American
Revolution. My great great great grandfather,
Jonathon Broadhead was a British soldier in General
Burgoyne’s army, which lost at the battle of Saratoga
and surrendered to George Washington’s American
army on October 17, 1777. This pivotal event is
memorialized by John Trumbull’s 1822 painting
(below), which hangs in the rotunda of the U.S.
Capitol.

There is no record of Jonathon’s appearance, so no
claim that he appears in the painting or stamps. I have
seen different accounts of what happened after the
surrender – soldiers were either released to return to
Boston and go home to England (likely), or that they
were later sent to Charlottesville, Virginia. The
second is unlikely, but it was the path my ancestor
took. He married Exoney Easton in 1783, and their
son, Achilles Broadhead, born in 1789, is my great
great grandfather.

Trumbull’s painting has subsequently been featured
on three U.S. stamps (above at right). The 150th
anniversary stamp (Scott 644, top right) shows an
image depicting most of the painting. The U.S.
Bicentennial stamp, however, show a vignette
depicting just the central figures (Scott 1728). The
most recent stamp, issued in 1994 (Scott 2590),
shows the most extensive image from the painting.

Achilles married Mary Winston Carr, niece of
Dabney Carr, who was a confidant of Thomas
Jefferson and married to Jefferson’s sister. I have no
idea how to figure how many greats or removed that
makes Jefferson from my family – related by a
thread. What is known is that Achilles knew
Jefferson and was asked to survey the plat for the
University of Virginia. His map is now part of the
University of Virginia archives and can be found by a
Google search for my ancestor.
Some of the streets still exist,
and his signature can be found
near the bottom of the map
with the inscription, “A plan of
the Lots laid off on the lands of
the University of Virginia. Surveyed Nov 15, 1825. A.
Broadhead.” Jefferson died
less than a year later on July 4,
1826.
continued on pate 4

This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, November 7
continued from page 3

This works even
when the stamp is
printed
in
its
original size. So,
this tiny marketing
device can be easily
added to all our
marketing materials
without taking up
too much space,

Achilles and Mary had five children, including my
great grandfather, and his more famous brother,
James Overton Broadhead. James entered politics
before the Civil War as a candidate of the Whig Party
in state politics. During the war, he was appointed
Union Provost Marshall for the state, and afterwards
distinguished himself in the state constitutional
convention and prosecution of the 1876 Whiskey
Ring.
In 1878, he became the first president of the
American Bar Association, and imagine my surprise
at a stamp show seeing an ArtCraft cachet (below)
with his picture! Later, he was elected to congress
and was appointed ambassador to Switzerland.

Those are a few family background philatelic items,
and I’m contemplating pursuing more, including
stamps related to my home town, St. Joseph,
Missouri, the eastern terminus of the Pony Express.

Using QR Codes to Market KPS
By Ralph Dinwiddie
Recently, members have discussed new ways of
marketing the Knoxville Philatelic Society. Some of
these include leaving past issues of philatelic
periodicals in doctors’ offices, printing brochures,
business cards, and putting posters on public bulletin
boards. The idea of using Quick Response (QR)
Codes was also mentioned. A QR code is a machinereadable universal 2-dimensional bar code, consisting
of a grid of small boxes that can be decoded using a
free App on a smartphone. Once decoded, the App
will display the decoded text or launch the specified
website.
Shown here are 2 examples of QR Codes specifically
made to market the KPS. The first is a modified US
airmail stamp containing a QR code in the vignette.
When scanned by a QR Code reader, the smartphone
will instantly take its user to www.KnoxStamps.com.

while adding great functionality.
The second example (below, right) is more complex
and shows the KPS logo in the center. Once decoded,
this QR Code displays the following text; “Knoxville
Philatelic Society meets
at 7:00 pm on the 1st
and 5th Tuesdays of
each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church
at 2931 Kingston Pike,
Knoxville TN 37919.
Mailing address: KPS,
PO Box 50422, Knoxville TN 37950.” That’s a lot of useful information in
a tiny area.
Once displayed on a smartphone, users can copy the
address into their mapping software and get turn by
turn directions. There are several websites which will
generate these codes for free, including my favorite,
www.qrcode-monkey.com. You just type in the URL
of your desired website or the text you would like to
appear, and the QR Code is generated. You can then
download it in several different formats and use it
free of charge, even for commercial use. QR Code
Readers and Scanners are available for free on the
Apple App Store for iPhones and Google Play for
Android phones. If you would like to add these KPS
QR Codes to marketing materials, just drop me an
email at dinwiddierb@yahoo.com, and I’ll be happy
to send you the original image files which you can
resize to fit your needs.

Golden Tongs Challenge!
From Nick Stone – previous Golden Tongs winner
No submitted suggestions, yet! New hint – brown. M,
L, and B-M set up the L P, but who arranged the G P?
Hint: 2 U.S. stamps. Email your answers to Tom
Broadhead – tomwb50@aol.com.
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KPS Members Stay Busy

President’s Column

In addition to spending time on their personal
collections, some KPS members are called to action –
for emergency assistance and philatelic help. Gary
Santini (see also February 2013 KPS News) and Bob
Smith are both now working for FEMA to assist in the
cleanup from Hurricane Harvey, which devastated
many areas of southeastern Texas. Gary says that there
is a lot to do, and not enough skilled people to help – he
and Bob will be back around June. We all wish them
safety and success. Bob has been our KnoxPEx chair
the last few years and has passed the torch on to Bruce
Roberts. Bruce will be calling for volunteers in the
months to come before our spring show.
Southeastern Stamp Expo (www.sefsc.org), sponsored
by the Southeast Federation of Stamp Clubs, of which
KPS is a chapter member, will be January 26-28, 2018.
Many KPS members will be attending, for the full show
or taking day trips. Ask at the December meeting, if you
want to ride. There will be calls for volunteers, soon.
This year’s AmeriStamp
Expo, the winter show of
the American Philatelic
Society,
will
be
in
Birmingham, AL, from
February 23-25, 2018.
Thomas Lane, Bruce
Roberts, and Bob Smith
are regular volunteers at
APS shows, and a nice
photo of Thomas (right side
at left) helping at last
summer’s Stamp Show,
appeared recently on the cover of the Philatelic
Exhibitor.
Whether it’s your community or stamp organizations –
your volunteer efforts are always appreciated.

Our latest philatelic vacation was indeed our “cup of tea”.
The Royal Philatelic Society in London, the oldest stamp
club in the world, graciously hosted the Institute of
Analytical Philately’s (http://analyticalphilately.org) 3rd
international symposium this year. We spent ten days in
London, and there was so much information at the symposium that it felt like we were drinking from a fire hose.

Tom Broadhead

Bob Ceo

First, we toured the British Museum’s conservation
department and learned basic
information about caring for
ancient documents. We also
saw some interesting philatelic artifacts including the
die (at right) that was used to
create the printing plates for
two well-known Confederate
stamps (Scott 6, 7). The tour
was followed by a dinner at a
lovely restaurant, where we
were joined by members of
the Germany Philatelic Society.
The three-day symposium was held at the club’s
headquarters in Devonshire Place. We were shown their
extensive library and museum, and then given
demonstrations of the instrumentation used by their expert
committee. Twelve formal papers were presented,
including talks about color identification, plating, forensic
philately, tonal histograms, and non-destructive methods
for testing inks, papers and gums. Experts from the
Philatelic Foundation, the Greene Foundation, and the
Royal Philatelic Society explained how scientific testing is
displacing some of their more traditional (and more
subjective) methods of evaluating their “patients”.
I can’t say enough about the hospitality of members of the
RPS, and I encourage anyone who is in London to arrange
a visit. The next symposium will be held in 2020 at the
Smithsonian, and we’re already planning to attend.

Knoxville Philatelic Society Meeting –
November 7, 2017

The meeting adjourned at 8:10.
Respectfully submitted,
John Smartt, secretary

The Knoxville Philatelic Society met at the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church on Tuesday,
November 7, 2017, for a regular monthly meting. There
were 42 members in attendance. President Bob Ceo
called the meeting to order at 7:00.
Minutes from the last meeting, previously published, in
the newsletter were accepted without change. Thomas
Lane presented the Treasurer’s report. At the end of
October, the club had cash assets of $11,912. Receipts
for the month were $2,305, expenses were $4,803, for a
net cash inflow of -$2,498. The Treasurer’s report was
approved as presented.

Jim Pettway announced a series of pre-meeting
“how to” sessions on basic techniques of the hobby.
Bruce Roberts, acting KnoxPEx 2018 chair, urged
all members to attend the show on March 3-4. Bob
Ceo reported the Executive Board’s decision to offer
an early membership renewal of $12 for payment
made by December 31. Bob also reported the Board’s
decision to offer a $5 subsidy to members attending
the December 9 Holiday Dinner.
In new business, it was moved and passed to spend
up to $1,100 be spent for a new printer for cachets
and the newsletter. It was moved and passed that the
2018 holiday party will be at the Lakeshore Grill.
Steve Stow (photo at top, right) gave a fascinating
talk, “Pick your poison, the poisonous parts of the
Periodic Table, a philatelic perspective.
The Knoxville Philatelic Society meets at 7:00 pm
on the 1st and 5th Tuesdays of each month at the
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church at
2931 Kingston Pike, Knoxville, TN 37919.
Annual dues are $15.00.
KPS Officers:
President
Past President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Directors

Bob Ceo
Dave Anderson
Dave Anderson
Thomas Lane
John Smartt
Mike Downs, Maria Javier,
Jim Pettway, Ray Simko
APS Representative Jim Pettway
& KPS communications jbpettway@comcast.net
APS Ambassador
Tom Broadhead

Requests for information and submissions of
articles and short notes of philatelic interest for the
newsletter may be directed to Tom Broadhead,
KPS, P.O. Box 50422, Knoxville, TN 37950-0422
– or by e-mail to tomwb50@aol.com.

Steve Stow gave the program talk about toxic chemical
elements depicted on stamps.

KPS Executive Board Meeting
The executive board of the Knoxville Philatelic Society
met at the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universlalist
Church on Tuesday November 7, 2017, for a regular
meeting. There were seven members in attendance.
President Bob Ceo presided.
Continued on page 4

Upcoming Events
Keep your 2018 KPS calendar, created by Jim Pettway
and included in the November KPS News, handy for
next year’s meetings and events. If you have a program
to give at a KPS meeting, let vice president and
program chair, Dave Anderson, know.
December 5 – KPS monthly meeting. Program –
“Teaching a Course on Stamps,” by Tom
Broadhead
December 9 – KPS Holiday Dinner at Swifty’s in
Oak Ridge. Meal at noon, followed by “Dirty
Santa” gift exchange!
January 2 – KPS monthly meeting. Program TBA.

Stamp of the Month
This month’s stamp is the 2 cent carmine rose value
(Scott R164) of the 1898 U.S. revenue stamp series
issued to help pay for the cost of the
Spanish American War. Under your
stamp is an image taken from e-Bay
– an unused copy with major faults,
it catalogs for 30 cents unused, but
the seller was asking a whopping $6.00! These stamps
are a gift from Pat Goebel.

The Vatican Museum of Stamps and
Coins
By Bruce Roberts
My wife, Mary, and I travelled to Italy and on
September 10 we had breakfast at the Vatican and
then toured the amazing museums, with their art
treasures. We came around a corner and saw a sign
that said “Museo Filatelico e Numismatico” with an
arrow pointing the way down. We went down and
strolled through the small museum which is not much
larger than the KPS meeting room at the Unitarian
Church. The museum has a nice website with a link
to the Vatican postal administration next door, where
you can buy recent stamps.
www.vaticanstate.va/content/vaticanstate/en/servizi/u
fficio-filatelico-e-numismatico/news---novita-dallufn/il-nuovo-museo-filatelico-e-numismatico.html
The web page has a photo gallery, and the image
below shows one of the display cases with original
art and stamps.

Complete sheet of the 1934 definitive stamp, with a new,
overprinted 2.05 lira on a 2 lira stamp (Scott 37). A mint
unhinged single catalogs for $1200.

Compared with the Renaissance painting and
sculptures and the Sistine Chapel, the stamps and
coins pale in comparison. However, it was the only
philatelic stop we made on our trip and I spent
several minutes admiring some true rarities of our
hobby.

Stamp Acquisition Committee
By Bruce Roberts

On display were several lovely 1860’s Italian states covers,
complete sheets of early Vatican stamps, printing plates of
a couple of their issues and several display cases with
Vatican coins.

The stamp acquisition committee (SAC) has had a
busy year. Sales through November total $31,213.46,
including US $13,688.56, foreign $16,876.70, and
covers/supplies $ 668.20. The foreign sales include
25,610 5 cent stamps! Eighty-six members purchased
foreign stamps, and 76 members purchased US
stamps.
With the closure of Regency auctions, stamps have
been purchased from Harmer Shau auctions and
discounted lots from Apfelbaum Stamps. We plan to
make a trip to inspect lots at Apfelbaum next year
and are exploring a trip to Kelleher auctions in
Connecticut when they have their semi-annual
collections and accumulations sales.

Printing plate for the 10 lira stamp commemorating the
450th anniversary of the Swiss Guard in 1956 (Scott 205)

The granting of 501c3 status to the KPS early in 2017
resulted in a flurry of donations from collectors and
those who have inherited stamp collections. We have
received 16 donations in 2017. Some have had little
value to our members; and much has been turned
over to Randy Haese to give away at the KnoxPEx
continued
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page
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This month’s KPS Meeting – Tuesday, December 5
KPS Executive Board – continued from page 2.
A Penny Black stamp will be awarded as a giveaway
at KnoxPEx 2018. Jim Pettway will conduct premeeting sessions, beginning in January of basic
philatelic techniques and knowledge. Bruce Roberts
noted that most techniques also are on YouTube.
Tom Broadhead and Maria Javier volunteered to
be ambassadors to connect new attendees with others
with similar collecting interests. Tom will prepare a
flier as an introduction to KPS.
Motion carried that 2018 membership dues of $15
will have a discount to $12 for payments received by
December 31. Motion carried that the holiday meal
will be discounted at $5 per member attending. A bus
to the January Southeastern Stamp Expo in Atlanta
was discussed, and member interest will be sought.
KnoxPEx 2018 chair Bruce Roberts stated that
committees are all working well but that attendance
has not increased at the show, in spite of increases in
KPS membership. Thomas Lane, treasurer,
answered questions regarding the proposed 2018
budget, which will be emailed to members. The
board voted approval, and the membership will vote
at the December meeting. Thomas proposed
contributions to philatelic organizations, which were
approved within the 2017 budget: APS - $250, ATA $150, AFDCS - $100, Southeastern Stamp Expo $100. The board approved the proposal to purchase a
new printer, estimated at $1,000, not $500 as
previously approved.
Adjournment at 6:58
Respectfully submitted,
John Smartt, secretary
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beginners’ table. Several donations contained stamps
and covers that have been priced and added to our
stock, and this source may increase in importance in
the future.
The following members have contributed to the
purchasing, processing, and pricing of the KPS stamp
and cover stock this year, and all deserve an
appreciative pat on the back from everyone: Bob
Ceo, Mike & Carolyn Downs, Wes Hayes, Dan
Hubbard, Thomas Lane, Brent Marquand, Dick
Odum, Amanda Roberts, Bruce Roberts, Ray
Simko, John Smartt, Robert Smith, Nick & Jirina

Stone, Dennis Traylor, Lori Williams, and Fred
Young.

KPS members are eager shoppers of stamps acquired and
prepared by the hard work of the Stamp Acquisition
Committee.

Golden Tongs Challenge!
From Nick Stone – previous Golden Tongs winner
No submitted suggestions, yet! New hint – brown.
Another new hint – western. M, L, and B-M set up the
L P, but who arranged the G P? Hint: 2 U.S. stamps.
Email your answers to Tom Broadhead –
tomwb50@aol.com.

Stamp Collecting Workshops
By Jim Pettway
Next month I will begin a series of monthly
workshops for collectors. Each month before the
regular meeting I will show different stamp collecting
tools and discuss how to use them. I’ll start off
January with tongs and how to use them to handle
and mount stamps and mounting stamps with hinges
and enclosure type mounts.
Each workshop will be 15-30 minutes based on
questions and participation. I’ll start the workshop at
6:30. Although my focus was initially on beginner
stamp collectors, all stamp collectors are invited and
encouraged to share in the discussion. February will
feature different types of perforation gauges, color
charts, watermark detectors and how to use them.

Dues are due! Pay by
December 31 for a 20%
discount.
Visit the KPS web site by
scanning the QR code at
the left.

